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> Eing you were pleaſed ſome 
= years poſt , to grant me | 


T have bere attempted;and 


obſerving.,you never retrati any promiſe 
when made in favour even of your mea- 


| 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
heft friends ; I accordingly expefI toſee 
theſe following particular Direftions for 
the taking of a Trout,to wait upon your 
better and more general Rules for all 
forts of Angling : And\thowgh mine be 
neitber ſo perfet, ſo well digeſted, nor 


my indeed ſo handſomely coucht as they 
7 might bave been, in ſo long a time as 


fince your leave was granted ; yet, I 
dare affirm them to be generally true: 
And they had appeared too in ſome- 
thing a neater dreſs,but that I was ſur- 
priz'd with the ſuddain news of a ſud- 
ain new. Edition of your Compleat 
Angler ; ſo that, having but a little 
more than ten days time to turn me in, 
and rub up my memory ( for in truth 1 
have not in all this long time, though 
| [ 
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F have often thought on't, axd almoſi 
av often reſolv d'togo preſently about it) 
I was 'forc't upon the inflant to ſcribble 
what I here prejent you : mbich F have 
alſo endeavour'd to accommodate to 
your own Method. And.if mine be clear 
enough for the honeſt Brothers of the 
Angle readily to underSland; (nhich 
is the only thing [ aim at) then [ have 
my end ; and ſhall need to make no 
further Apology ; a writing of this kind, 
not requiring (if T were Ma$ter of any 
ſuch thing) any Eloquence to ſet it off, 
or recommend it ; ſo that if you,in your 
better Judoment,or Rindneſs rather can 
allow it paſsable for a thing of this na« 


ture ; Tou will then do me honour if 
the Gypher fixt and carv d in the front 
of 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 


of my little fiſhing. houſe may be here 
| explained: And, tojermit me to at- 
tend you in publick, wboiin private, have 
ever been, am, and ever reſolve to be 


| 
| 
| 


or, 
Tour moſt affeRionate 
Son and Servant 
Berisford 10th. 
of March 1675. 


Charles Cotton. 


BBYBSG BRED 


LY PEPRPEREPL 
THE 


COMPLEAT ANGLER; 
OR 


The Con cemplative Man's 


Recreacion, 


I WY 


—_ — 


en... ud 


PART. II. 


CHAP. I, 
Piſtator Junior & Viator. 


& 1SCAT. You are happily overta- 
t ken Sir 3 may a man be (o bold 
£@ as to enquire how far you trayel 
CL this way ? 
K Viator. Yes ſure Sit very free- 
ly ; though it be a queſtion I cat 
not very well refolve you 3 2s not knowing 
my felf how far it is to Aſhborn, where I in- 
tend to night to take up my Ian. 
Piſcat, Why then Sir, ſeeing I petceiye you 
B to 
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to be a Stranger in theſe parts 3 I ſhall take up- 
on me to inform you, that from the Town you 
Jſt came through, call*'d Brelsford, it is five 
miles,and you are not yet above halt a mile on 
this ſide. 

Fiat. Somuch ! I was told it was but ten 
miles from Derby, and methinks I have rode 
almoſt ſo far already. 

Fiſeat. O Sir, tind no fault with large mea- 
ſure of good Land, which Derby-ſhire abounds 
in, as much as moſt Counties of England. 

Viat. It may beſo, and good Land I confeſs 
effords a pleaſant proſpe& : but by your good 
leave Sir, large. meaſure of foul way is not al- 
eogether fo acceptable. 

Piſcat. True Sir, but the foul way ſerves to 
jaſtifie the fertiliryof the ſoyl 3 according to 
the Proverb : There is good Land, where there 
is foul way; and is of good uſe to inform you 
of theRiches of theCountry you are come into, 
and of its continual Travel, and Traffick to 
the Country Town you came from z; which 
is alſo very obſervable by the fulneſs of its 
Road, and the loaden Horſes you meet every 
where upon the way. | 

Viat. well Sir, 1 will be content to think as 
well of your Country, as you would defire, 
and I ſhall have a great deal of reaſon both to 
think, and to ſpeak very well of you, If I may 
obtain the happineſs of your company " the 

Ore- 
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forementioned place, provided your affairs 
lead you that way, and that they will permit 
you to ſlack your pace out.of complacency to 
a Traveller utterly a Stranger in thefe parts, 
and who am till to wander further out of my 
own knowledg, 

Piſcat. Sir, you imvite tne to my own ad> 
vantage, and I am ready to attend you: my 
way lying through thet Town ; but my bus» 
fine(s, that is,my home, ſome miles beyond it z 
howeverl ſhall have time enough to lodg you 
in your Quarters, and afterwards to perform 
my own Journey. In the mean time may I 
be fo bold as to enquire the end of yaur Jonr« 
ACY's 

Viet. 'Tis into Lancaſhire Sir , and about 
ſome buline(s of concern toa neat Relation of 
mine: for I aſſure you, I do not uſe to take 
ſo long Journeys, afFfom Eſſex upon the lingle 
account of pleaſure. 

Piſcat. From thence Sir ! I Co not then wons 
der you ſhould appear difſatistied with t 
length of the Miles, and the foulnefs of the 
way : though I am ſorry you ſhould begin to 
quarre] with them fo ſoon; for, believe me 
Sir, you will find the Miles much longer, and 
the way much worſe betore you come to your 
Journies end. | 

Viat, Why truly Sir for that,1 am prepat'd 
to expect the worſt > but methinks the way 1$ 
| B 2 mend 
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mended fince I had the good fortune to fall in- 
to your good company. 

Piſcat. You are not oblig'd to my company 
for that : but becauſe you are already paſt the 
worſt, and the greateſt part of your way to 
your Lodging. 

Viat. lam very glad to hear it, both for 
the caſe of my ſelf,and my Horſe ; but eſpe- 
cially becauſe I may then expet a freer en- 
joyment of your converſationz though the 
ſhortneſs of the way will, I fear, make me loſe 
it the ſooner. 

Piſcat. ThatSir is not worth your care; and 
Tam ſure you deſerve much better, for being 
content with ſo ill company: but we have al- 
ready talkt away two Miles of your Journey 3; 
for from the Brook before us, that runs at the 
foot of this Sandy Hill,you have but three Miles 
to Aſpborn, 

Viat, 1 meet every where in this Country 
with theſe little Brooks, and they look as it 
they were full of Fiſh 3 have they not Trouts 
in them ? 

Piſcat. That is a queſtion, which is to be 
excus'd in a Stranger as You are; otherwiſe, 
give me leaveto tell you, it would ſeem a kind 
of affront to our Country, to make a doubt of 


what we pretend to be famous for, next,if not - 


before,our Malt, Wool, Lead, and Coles for 


you are to underſtand, that we think we have 
as 
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as many fine Rivers, Rivulets, and Brooks, as 
any Country whatever, and they are all full of 
Trouts, and ſome of them the beſt ( it is ſaid ) 
by many degrees in England. 

Viat. I was firſt Sir in love with you, and 
now ſhall be ſo enamour'd of your Country by 
this account. you give me of it, as to wiſh my 
(elf aDerby-ſhireMan,or at leaſt thatl might live 
init; for you muſt know I ama pretender to 
the Angle, and doubtleſs a Trout affords the 
moſt pleaſure to the Angler, of any fort of Fiſh _ 
whatever and the beſt Trouts, muſt needs 
make the beſt ſport : But this Brook, and 
ſome others I have met with upon this way, 
are too full of Wood for that recreati- 
ON. 
Piſcat. This Sir! why this, and ſeveral 0- 
thers like it, which you have paſt, and ſome 
that you are like to paſs, have ſcarce any name 
amongſt us: but we can ſhew you as fine Ri> 
vers, and as clear from wood, or any other 
encumbrance to hinder an Angler, as any you 
ever ſaw; and for clear , beautiful fireams, 
Hantſhire it (elf, by Mr. Izack Waltor's 
leave, can ſhew none ſuch 3 nor I think and 
Country in Exrope. 

Viat. You go far Sir in the praiſe of your 
Country Rivers, and I perceive have read 
Mr Waltox's Compleat Angler by your naming 
of Hentſhire, and I pray what is your opinion 
of that Book ? B 3 Fiſc. 
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'Piſcat. My Opinjon of Mr.Walton's Book is 
the ame with every Man's, that underſtands 
any thing of the Art of Angling, that it isan 
excellent good one, and that the forementio- 
ned Gentleman underſtands as much of Fiſh,and 
Fiſhing as any Man living: but I muſt tell you 
further, that I have the happineſs to know his 
pr and to be intimately acquainted with 

im, and in him to know the worthieſt Man, 
and to enjoy the beſt, and the trueſt Friend any 
Man ever had : nay, I ſhall yet acquaint you 
further, that he gives me leave to call him Fa- 
ther, and lhope is not yet aſham'd toown me 
for his adopted Son. 

Viat.- In earneſt Sir I am raviſht to meet 
with a friend of Mr. ]zaak Walton's, and one 
that does him ſo much right in ſo good and 
truca Character; for I muſt boaſt to you, that 
I have the good fortune to know him too, and 
came acquainted with him much after the ſame 
manner't do with you 3 that he was my Maſter 
whofirlt taught me to love Angling, and then 
to become an Angler and to be plain with 
you,] am the very Man decipher'd in his Book 
under the name of Venator, for I was wholly 
addicted to the Chace; till he taught me as 
pood, a more quiet, innocent, and lefs dan- 
gerous diverſion. | 
* Piſeat. Sir, I think my ſelf happy in your 
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nequaintance, and before we part ſhall entreat 


leave 
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leave to embrace youz you have ſaid enough 
to recommend you to my beft opinion 3 for my 
Father Walton will be ſcen twice in no Man's 
company he does not like, and likes none but 
ſuch as he believes to be very honeſt men, 
which is one of the beſt Arguments, or at leaſt 
of the beſt Teſtimonies I have, that I cither 
am, or that he thinks me one of thoſe, ſeeing 
I have not yet found him weary of me. 

Viat, You ſpeak like a true Friend, and in 
doing ſo render your ſelf worthy of his friend+ 
ſhip. May Lbe fo bold as to ask your name ? 

Piſcat. Yes ſurely Sir, and if you pleaſe a 
much nicer queſtion, my name is and I 
intend to ftay long enough in your company, 
if I find you do not diſlike mine, to ask yours 
too. In the mean time, becauſe we are now 
almoſt at Aſþborn, I ſhall freely, and bluntly 
tell you, that I am a Brother of the Angle too, 
and peradventure can give you ſome in(truti- 
ons how to Angle for a Trout in a clear River, 
that my Father Walton himſelf will not difap» 
prove, though he did either purpoſely omit, 
or did not remember them, when you, 
ſate diſcourſing under the Sycemore Tree. And 
being you have alrcady told me whether your 
Journey is intended,and that I am better ac- 
quainted with the Country than you are 3 Iwill 
heartily, and earnclily cntreat, you will not 
think of ſtayiog at this Town : but go on with 

B 4 me 
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me fix Miles further to my Houſe, where you 
ſhall be extreamly welcom;it is directly io your 
way,we have day enough to perform our Jour- 
ney,& as you like your ertertainment, you may 
there rexole your {elf a day or twozor as many 
more as your occations will permit, to recom- 
pence the trouble of ſo much a longer Journey. 
Viat. Sir, you furpriſe me with fo friendly 
an invitation upon fo ſhort acquaintance : but 
how advantagious ſoever it would be to me, 
and that my haſt perhaps is not ſo great, but 
it might diſpenſe with ſuch a divertiſement asI 
promiſe my fclf in your Company 3. yet I can- 
not in modeſty accept your offer,& mult there- 
fore beg your pardon:I could otherwiſe, Icontels 
be glad to wait upcn you, if upon no other ac- 
count but to talk of Mr.I. Waltox,and to receive 
thoſe inſtructions you ſay you are able to give 
me for the deceiving a Trout 3 in which art I 
will not deny, but that I have an ambition to 
be one of the greateſt deceivers 3 though I can- 
not forbear freely to tell you, that I think it 
hard to ſay much morc, than has becn read tg 
mie 'upon that ſubja. 
' Piſcat. well Sir, I grant that too 3 but you 
muſt know that the variety of Rivers, require 
different ways of Angling : however you thall 
have' the beſt Rules I am able to give, and I 
will tel} you nothing I have not made my ſelf 
as certain of, as any Man can be jo thirty years 
-;: 56 A, '  . Experience 
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experience ( for ſo long I have been a dabler 
in that art ) and that if you pleaſe to (tay a few 
days, you ſhall not in a very great-meaſure ſee 
made good to you. But of that hercafter, 
and now, Sir, if I am not miſtaken I have 
half overcome you; and that I may wholly 
conquer that modeſty of yours, I will take up- 
on me to be ſo familiar as to ſay, you muſt ac- 
cept my invitation, which that you may the 
more calily be perſwaded to do, I will tell you 
that my Houſe ſtands upon the margin of one 
of the hne(t Rivers for Trouts, and grayling 
in Englazd ; that I have lately buile a little 
Fiſhing Houſe upon it, dedicated to Anglers, 
over the door of which you will ſze the two 
hrit Letters of my Father IV altow*s 
name and mine twilted in Cypher ; * 
that you ſhall lye in the ſame Bed he 
has ſometimes been contented with, and have 
luch Country entertainment, as my - Friends 
ſometimes accept, and be as welcome too, as 
the beſt Friend of them all. 

Viat. No doubt Sir, but my Maſter Waltox 
found good reaſon to be ſatisfied with hisenter- 
tainment in your Houle 3 for you who are fo 
friendly to a meer Stranger who deſerves fo 
licele, muſt needs be excecding]y kind and free 
to him who deſerves ſo much. 

Piſcat. Believe me,no ! and ſuch as are inti- 
zwately acquainted with that Gentleman, yr 

im 
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him to be a Man, who will not endure to be 
treated like a Stranger. So that his acceptation 
of my poor entertainments, has ever been a 
pure effe& of his own humility, and good na- 
ture, and nothing elſe. But Sir, we are now 
going down the Spittle Hill into the Town,and 
therefore let me importune you ſuddainly to 
reſolye, and moſt earneſtly not to deny me. 

Viat, In truth Sir,I am ſo overcome by your 
Bounty, that I find I cannot , but mult ren- 
der my ſelf wholly to be diſpos'd by you. 

Piſcat. Why that's heartily, and kindly ſpo+ 
ken, and I as heartily thank you and being 
you have abandon'd your ſelf to my condud, 
we will only call and drink a glaſs on Horſc- 
back at the Talbot, and away. | 

Pat, I attend you, but what pretty River is 
this, that runs under this Stone-Bridg ? has it 
a name ? 

Piſcat. Yes,*Tiscall'd Henmore,and has in it 
both Trout, and Grayling but you will mcet 
with one or two better anon, And fo ſoon as 
we are palt through the Town, 1 will endea- 
vour by ſuch diſcourſe as beſt likes you to pals 
away the time, till you come to your ill Quar- 
ters. 
Viat. we can talk of nothing with which I 
ſhall be more delighted than of Rivers an4 
Angling. 


Piſcat, Let thoſe be the Subjects then, bur 
we 
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we are now come to the Talbot, what will 
you drink Sir, Ale, or Wing. 

Viat. Nay, I am' for the Country liquor, 
Derby-ſhire Ale, it you pleaſe; for a Man 
ſhould not methinks come fromLondon to drink 
Wine in the Peak. | 

Piſe.#, You are in the right 3 and yet let me 
tell you, you may drink worſe Frenco. wine 
in many Taverns in London, than they have 
ſometimes at this Houſe. What hoe! bring 
us a Flaggon of your beſt Ale, and now Sir 
my ſervice to you, a good health to the honeft 
Gentleman you know of, and you are welcome 
intothe Peak. 

Viat. 1 thank you Sir, and preſent you my 
ſervice again, and to all the honeſt Brothers of 
the Angle. 

Piſcat. Ve pledg you Sir, fo, there's for 
your Ale, and farewell. Come Sir, let us be 
going 3 for the ſun grows low, and I would 
have you look abeut you as you ride for you 
will ſee an odd Country, and lights, that will 
{ſeem {irange to you. 


| 
| 
| 
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CHAP. IL. 


IS CAT. So Sir,now we are got to the 

top of the Hill out of Town, look about 

you, and tell me how you like the Coun- 
try- 

Viat. Bleſs me! what Mountains arc here ! 
are we not in Wales ? 

Piſcat. No, but inalmoſtas Mountainous a 
Country,and yet theſe Hills though high, bleak, 
and craggy, breed and feed good Beef, and 
Mutton above ground, and afford good ſtore 
of Lead within. 

Viat. They had need of all thoſe commodi- 
ties to make amends for the il] Land-ſchape : 
But I hope our way does not lye over any of 
theſez for I dread a precipice. 

Piſcat. Believe me but it does, and down 
one eſpecially, that will appear a little terrible 
to a Stranger ; though the way is paſſable c- 
nough, and fo paſſable, that we who are Na- 
tives of theſe Mountains, and acquainted with 
them, diſdain to alight. 

Viat, I hope though that a Forraigner is pri- 
viledged to uſe his own diſcretion,and that I 
may have the liberty to entruſt my neck to the 
fidelity of my own feet, rather than to thoſe 
of my Horſes for I haye no more at home. 

Piſca, 
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Piſcet. *T were hard elſe. But in the mean 
time I think *twere beſt while this way is pret- 
ty even, to mend our pace, that we may be 
paſt that Hill I ſpeak of, to the end your appre- 
henſion may not be doubled for want of light to 
diſcern the caſineſs of the deſcent. 

Viat. Tam willingto put forward as faſt as 
my Beaſt will give me leave 3 though I fear 
nothing in your Company. But what pretty 
River is this we are going into ? 

Piſcat. Why this Sir is called BentlyBrook, 
and is full of very good Trout, and Grayling ; 
but ſo encumbrgd with wood in many places, 
as is troubleſomto an Angler. 

Viat. Here are the prettieſt Rivers, and the 
moſt of them in this Country that everl law ; 
do you know how many you have in the Coun- 
try ? 

Piſcat. I know them all, and they were not 
hard to reckon, were it worth the trouble 3 
but the mo{t conſiderable of them I will pre- 
ſently name you. And to begin where we now 
are ( for you muſt know we are now upon the 
very $kirts of Derby-ſhire ) we have tirſt the 
River Dove, that we ſhall come to by and by, 
which divides the two Counties of Derby, and 
Stafford for many Miles together, and is fo 
call'd from the ſwiftneſs of its current, and 
that ſwiftneſs occafion'd by the declivity of its 
courſe, and by being (o ſiraitned in —_— 

wixt 
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berwixt theRocks ; by which, and thoſe very 
high ones, -it is hereabout for four, or five 
Miles contin'd into a very narrow ſtream. A 
River - that from a contemptible Fountain 
E which 1 can cover with my Hat ) by the con< 
Auence of other Rivers, Rivulets, Brooks,and 
Rilfs, is fed, ( before it fall into Trent a 
licrle : below Egginton, ( where it loſes the 
name, /) to- fuch a breadth, and depth, as to 
be in moſt places navigable,were not the paſſage 
frequently intcrrupted with Fords, and Wires, 
and has as fertile Bancks, as any River in Exg- 
land, none excepted. [And this River from 
its head for a Mile or two t5 a Black water (as 
alf the reſt of the Derby-ſhire Rivers of note, 0- 
rigimally are,for they all ſpring ſrom theMoſſes) 
but -is in-a few Miles travel fo clarified by the 
addition of fevcral clear, and very great ſprings 
C bigger than it ſelt  ) which guth out of the 
E bhme-ftone Rocks, that before it comes to my 
Houſe, which is but 11x, or ſeven Miles from its 
fource, you will tind it one of the pureſt Chry- 
ftalline ſtreams you have ſeen. 
Viat. does Trent (pring in theſe parts ? 

© Pifcat. Yes in-thcſe parts not in this Ccun- 
fy, bur ſomewhere towards the upper end of 
Stafford-ſhire,0 think not far from a place call'd 
Trextham, and thence runs down not far from 
Stafford to Wolſly Bridg,and waſhing the $skirts 
and purlews ot the Forreti of Needwoed runs 
— down 
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down to Burton in the ſame County; thence 
it comes into this where we now are, and run« 
ning by Swarkſfton, and Dunnington, receives 
Derwent at Wildos, and fo to Nottingham, 
thence to Newark, and by Gainsboreugh, to 
Kingſton upon Hull, where it takes the name 
of Humber, and thence falls into the Sea: but 
that the Map will beſt inform you. 

Viat. Know you whence this River Trent 
derives its name ? 

Piſcat. No indeed, and yet I have heard it 
often diſcourſt upon, when ſome have given its 
denomination from the forenamed Trenthem ; 
though that ſeems rather a derivative from it ; 
others have faid *tis ſo calld from thirty Ri- 
vers that fall into it,and there loſe their names, 
which cannot be neither,becauſe it carries that 
name from its very Fountain, before any other 
Rivers fall intoit 3 others derive it from thirty 
ſeveral ſorts of Fiſh that breed there, and that 
is the moſt likely derivation: But be it how it 
will, it is doubtleſs one of the fineſt Rivers in 
the World, and the moſi abounding with ex- 
cellent Salmon, and all forts of delicate 
Fiſh. 

'Viat, Pardon me Sir for tempting you into 
this digreſſion, and then procced to your other 
Rivers ; for Iam mightily delighted with this 
diſcourſe. 

Piſcat. It was no interruption, but a yo. 
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ſeaſonable queſtion 3 for Trent is not only one 
of our Derby.ſhire Rivers,but the chicf of them, 
and into which all the relt pay the Tribute of 
their names which I had perhaps forgot to 
inſiſt upon, being got to the other end of the 
County, had you not awoke my memory, 
But I will now proceed, and the next River of 
note (forl will take them as they lye Eaſtward 
from us) is the River Wye ; I ay of note, for 
we have two leſſer betwixt us and it, namely 

Lathkin , and Bradford, of which Latbkin is | 
by many degrees the pureſt, and moſt tranſpa- 
rent ſtream, that I ever yet ſaw cither at home 
or abroad, and breeds *tis ſaid; the reddeſt, and 
the beſt Trouts in England ; but neither of 
theſe are to be reputed Rivers, being no better 
than great ſprings. The River Wye then has 
its ſource near unto Buxtons, a Town ſome ten 
Miles from hence, famous for a warm Bath,and 
which you are to ride through in your way to 
Mancheſter, a black water too at the Fountain 
but by the ſame reaſon with Dove, becomes ve- 
ry (oog a moſt delicate clear River, and breeds 
admirable Trout, and Grayling, reputed by 
thoſe, who, by living upon its Banks are par- 
tial to it,the beſt of any, and this,running down 
by Aſpford, Bakewell, and Haddon; at a Town 
a little lower call'd Rowſly falls into Derw21t, 
and there loſes its name. The next in order 


is Derwent a black water too, and that not only 
trom 
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from its Fountain, but quite through its pro- 
greſs,not having theſeChryſtal ſprings to waſh 
and cleanſe it, which the two forementioned 
have 3 but abounds with Trout and _— 
( ſuch as they arc) towards its ſource, a 
with SeImon below 3 and this River from the 
upper and utmoſt part of this County, where 
it ſprings, taking its courſe by Chatsworth, 
Darly, Matlock, Derby, Burrow-Aſh, and 
Awberſen, falls into Trent at a place cald 
Wildon, and there loſes its name. The Eaft 
fide of this County of Derby is bounded by 
little inconſiderable Rivers, as Awber, Eroways, 
and the like, ſcarce worth naming, but Trouty 
too, and further we are not to enquire, But 
Sir I have carricd you, as a Man may fay by 
water, till we are now come to the deſcent of 
the formidable Hill I told you of, at the foot 
of which runs the River Dove, which I cannot 
but love above all the reſt, and therefore pre- 
pare your {clt to bea little trighted. 

Viat. Sir, I ſee you would fortifie me, that 
I ſhould not ſhame my ſelf: but I dare follow 
where you plcaſe to lead me, and I ſee no dan- 
ger yet 3 for the deſcent methinks is thus far 
green, even, and caſy. 

Piſe, You will like it worſe preſently when 
you come to the brow of the Hill, and now we 
are there, what think you? 

Viat. What do I think? why I think 


C it 


it the Gravgeſt place that ever ſure Men, and 
Horſes went down,and that (if there be any 
Glety at all ) the fafeſt way is to alight. 

PFiſe, I think {o too for you, who are mount- 
ed upon a Beaſt not acquainted with theſe ſlip- 
pery Roneszand though I frequently ride down, 
I will alight too to bear you company, and to 
lead you the way, and it you plcaſe my Man 
ſhall lead your Horle. 

Viat, Marxy Sir, and thank you too, for I 
am afraid I (hall have cnough to do to look to 
my ſelf; and with my Horſe in my hand 
ſhould be in a double fear, both of breaking my 
neck, and my Horſe's falling on me,for it is as 
ſeep 25a penthouſe. 

. Piſc. To look down from hence it appears 
,I confe(s, but the path winds and turns,and 
will not be found fo troubleſom. 

Viat. Would 1 were well down though ! 
Hoiſt thee ! there's one fair ſcape! theſe ſtones 
are ſo ſlippery I cannot ſtand! yet again! I think 


'T were beſt lay my hecles in my neck, and tum- 


ble down. 

Piſce. It you think your heeles will defend 
your neck, that is the way to be ſoon at the 
bottom z but give me your hand at this broad 


f{tone, and then the worlt is paſt. 


Viat, I thank you Sir, I am now paſt ic, 
I can go my ſelf. What's here the ſign of a 
Bridg? Do you uſe to Travel with wheel-bar- 
rows in this Country ? Piſc, 
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Piſe. Not that I ever ſaw Sir, why do you 
ask that queſtion ? 

Viat, Becauſe this Bridg certainly was made 
for nothing elſe; why a mouſe can hardly go 0- 
ver it : *Tis not two tingers broad. 

Piſc. You are pleaſant, and I am glad toſee 
you ſo; but I have rid over the Bridg many 
a dark night. 

Viat. Why according to the French proverb, 
and *tis a good one among a great many of 
worſe ſenſe and ſound that language abounds 
in, Ce que Diu garde, eft bien gardt. They, 
whom God takes care of are in FA proteQton 3 
but, let me tell you, would not ride over it for 
a thouſand pounds, nor fall off it fortwo ; and 
yet I think I dare venture on foot, though it 
you were not by to laugh at me: I ſhould do 
it on all four. 

Piſc. Well Sir, your mirth becomes you,and 
Iampglad to fee you fafe over, and now you 
are welcome into Stafford-ſhire. 

Viat. How Stafford-ſhire) what do I chete 
trow ! there is not a word of Stafford-ſbire in 
all my direQion. 

Piſc. You ſee you are betray'd info it 
but ir ſhall be in order to fomething that will 
make amends 3. and *tis but an ill Mile or ewe 
out of your way. 

Vist, I believe all things Sir, and doubt no* 
thing. 1s this your beloved River Dove, *Tis 

C 3 ckar, 
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clear, and ſwift indeed, but a very little 
ONE. 
Piſce, You ſee it here at the worſt ; we ſhall 
come to it anon again after two Miles riding, 
and fo near as tolye upon the very Banks. 
Viat. Would we were there once;but I hope 
we have no more of theſe Alpes to paſs 0- 


Ver. 
Piſce. No, no Sir, only this aſcent before 


you, which you ſee is not very uneaſy, and 
then you will no more quarrel with your 
way. 

Vat, Well, if ever I come to London (of 
which many a Man there, it he were in my 
place would make a queſtion; ) I will fit down 
and write my Travels, and like Tom Coriate 


print them at my own charge. Pray what do 
you call this Hill we come down ? 

Piſce. We call it Hanſon Toot. 

Viat. Why farewell Hanſon Toot, Ve no 
more on thee z I'le go twenty Miles about firſt: 
Puh. I ſweat, that my ſhirt ſticks to my 
back. 

Piſc, Come Sir,now we are up the Hill, and 
now how do you ? 

Viat. Why very well I humbly thank you 
Sir, and warm enough I aſſure you. What have 
we here, a Church! As Pme an honeſt Man a 
very pretty Church ! Have you Churches in 


this Country Sir ? 


Piſe. 
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Piſe. You ſee we have: but had you ſeen 
none, why ſhould you make that doubt 
Sir ? 

Viat. Why, it you will not be angry, I'le 
tell you, I thought my ſelf a Stage, or two be- 
yond Chriſtendom. 

Piſc. Come, come, wee*l reconcile you to 
our Country before we part with you ; if 
— you good ſport with Angling will 

o't, 

Viat. My reſpe@e to you, and that together 
may do much Sir 3 otherwilſe,to be plain with 
you, I do not find my felf much inclin'd that 
way. 

Piſc, Well Sir, your raillery upon ourMoun- 
tains has brought us almoſt home 3 and look 
you where the ſame River of Dove has again 
met us to bid you welcome, and to invite you 
to a diſh of Trouts to morrow. 

Viat. Is this the ſame we ſaw at the foot of 
Penmen-Maure ? It is much a finer River 
here. 

Piſce. It will appear yet much finer to 
morrow. But: look you Sir here appears the 
Houſe, that is now like to be your Inn,for want 
of a better. 

Viat, It appears on a ſuddain, but not before 
*twas lookt for, it ſtands prettily, and here's 
vvood about it too, but ſa young, as appears 


to be of your ovvn planting, 
G2 Piſc. 


© 
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Piſe. It is fo, vvill it pleaſe you to alight 
Sirz and novy permit me after all your pains 
and dangers to take you in my arms, and to 
aſſure you, that you are infinitely vvelcome. 

Viat. I thank you Sir, and am glad with all 
my heartTI am here, for, in down right truth, 
I amexceeding weary. 

Piſc. You will fleep ſo much the better 3 
you ſhall preſently have a light ſupper, and to 
bed. Come, Sirs, lay the Cloth, and bring 
what you have preſently, and let the Gentle- 
man's Bed be- made ready in the mean time 
in my Father Waltons Chamber 3 and now 
Sir here is my ſervice to you, and once more 
welcome. 

Vist. 1 marry Sir this glaſs of good Sack 
has refreſkt me, and Vie make as bold with 
your meat; for the Trot has got me a good 
ſtomach. 

Piſc. Come Sir fall to then, you ſee my lit- 
tle ſupper is always ready when I come home, 
and I'le make no Stranger of you. 

Viat. That your Meal is ſo ſoon ready is a 
ſign yourServants know your certain hours, Sir; 
I confeſs I did not expect it ſoſoon z; but now 
*tis here, you ſhall ſee I will make my ſelf no 
Stranger. 

Piſc, Much good do your hcart,and I thank 
you for that friendly wcrd :; and now Sir my 
ſervice to you ina Cup of More-Lands ue 
| | or 
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for you are now in the More-Lendr,but within 
a ſpit,and a firide of the peak; fill my Friend 
his Glaſs. 

Viat. Believe me you have good Ale in the 
More-Lands 3 far better than that at Aſ- 
born. 

Piſc. That it may ſoon be: for Aſhborn has 
( which isa kind of a Riddle ) always in it the 
beſt Mault, and the worli Ale in England. 
Come take away, and bring us ſome pipes,and 
a bottle of Ale, and go to your own Suppers. 
Are you for this diet Sir ? 

Viat. Yes Sir.l am for one pipe of Tobac- 
_ and I perceive yours is very good by the 

mel, 

Piſce. The beſt I can get in London I aſſure 
you : But Sir,now you have thus far comply'd 
with my deſigns, as to take a troubleſom Jour- 
ney intoan ill Country, only to fatishe me 3 
how leng may I hope to enjoy you ? 

Viat, Why truly Sir, as long as I convent- 
ently can; and longer 1 think you would not 
have me. 

Piſc. Not to your inconvenience by any 
means Sir,but I {ce you are weary, and there- 
fore I will preſently wait on you to yourCham- 
ber, where take Counſel of your pillow,and to 
morrow refolve me. Here take the lights, 
and pray follow them, Sir ; Here you are 
like to lye, and now I have ſhew'd you 

C 4 your 
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your Lodging, I beſeech you command 
any thing you want, and fo I wiſh you 
good reſt. 

Viat. Good night Sir. 


CH A Fo: Bs 
ISC.Good morrow Sir, what up and dreft 


ſo carly ? 

Viat.Yes Sir, have becn dreſt this halt hour; 
for I reſted ſo well, and have fo great a mind 
either to take, or to ſee a Trout taken in your 
fine River, that I could no longer lyc a bed. 

Piſc. T am glad to lee you fo brisk this mor- 
ning, and ſo cager of ſportz though I muſt 
tell you, this day proves ſo calm, and the Sun 
riſes ſo bright, as promiles no great ſucceſs to 
the Angler: but however we'l try, and one 
way or other we ſhall ſare do ſomething, What 
will you haveto your breakfaſt , or what will 
you drink this Mornings | 

Viat. For Breakfaſt I never eat any,and for 
Drink am very indifferent; but it you pleaſe 
to call fora Glaſs of Ale, I'me for you; and 
let it be quickly if you pleaſe : for 1 long to 
ſee the little Fiſhing-houſe you ſpoke of, and to 


he at my Leſſon. 
Piſe, 
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Piſe.Well Sir,You ſee the Ale is come with- 
out Calling 3 for though I do not know yours, 
my people know my diet, which is always one 
Glaſs ſo ſoonas 1 am dreſt , and no more till 
Dinner, and ſo my Servants have ſerved 
you. 

Viat. My thanks, and now it you pleaſe let 
us look out this tine morning, 
 Pifſe. With all my heart, Boy take the Key 
of my Fiſhing-houſe,and carry down thoſe two 
Angle-Rods in the Hall window thither, with 
my Fiſh-pannier, Pouch,and landing Net, and 
{tay you there till we come. Come Sr we'l 
walk after , where by the way I expe& you 
ſhould raiſe all the exceptions againſt our 
Country you can. 

Viat. Nay Sir, donot think me fſoill natur'd, 
'nor ſo uncivil,I only made a little bold with it 
laſt night to divert you, and was only in 
jcaſt. 

You were then in as good earneſt as I am 
now with you : but had you been really angry 
at it, I could not blame you: For, to fay the 
eruth, it is not very taking at firſt hight : But 
look you,Sir,now you are abroad, does not the 
Sun ſhine as bright here as in Eſſex, Middleſex, 
or Kent, or 'any of your Southern Couns 
tries £ 

Viat, *Tjs a delicate Morning indeed, and I 


now think this a marvellous pretty place. 
Piſe. 
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Piſe. Whether you think {o or no,you cannot 
oblige me more than to ſay io 3 and thoſe of 
my friends who know my humour, and are 
kind as to comply with it, uſually flatter me 
that way. But look you Sir, now you are at 
the brink of the Hill, how do you like my Ri- 
ver.the Valc it winds through like a Snake,and 
the ſcicuation of my little Fiſhing-houſe ? 

Viat.Tnift me *tisall very fine,and the houſe 
kems at this diſtance a neat building. 

Piſce. Good enough for that purpoſe 3 and 
here is a bowling Green too, cloſe by it , fo 
though I am my ſelf no very good bowler, I 
amn' t totally devoted to my own pleaſure ; 
bur that I have alfo ſome regard to other men's. 
And now Sir you are come to the door, pray 
walk in, and there we will fit, and talk as long 
as you pleale. 

Viat. Stay, what's here over the door ? Pif- 
® Th-reiswnder catoribus ſacrum. * Why then 
this Morro, the I perceive I have ſome Title 
Cifer mentioned hcre, for Iam one of them, 


” ihe Title though one of the worſt, and 


P d "ag | 
free here below it is the Cifer too 


img-houſe has you ſpoke of, and *tis prettily 
been diſcril'd; contrived. Has my Maſter 
Futgthe 3 leaſant- JF zlton ever been here to ſec it; 


eſo of the Ri- | 
ver, Munntains, for it ſeems new built ? 


and Meatow; atout it ,canmot ; unlers Sir Philip Sidney, 
”/ Mr,Coiton': Father were again alrve to do it. 


Piſe, 
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Piſc, Yes he ſaw it cut in the ſione before it 
was (ſet ups but never in the poſture it now 
ſtands ; for the houſe was but building when he 
was laſt here , and not rais'd ſo high as the 
Arch of the dore, andI am afraid he will not 
ſee it yet 3 for he has lately writ me word he 
doubts his coming down this Summer, which I 
do aſſure you was the worſt news he could poſ- 
ſibly have ſent me. 

Viat, Men mutt ſometimes mind their af- 
fairs to make more room for their *plcafures ; 
and *tis odds he is as much diſpleas'd with the 
bulineſs, that keeps him from you, as you are 
that he comes not. But I am the moſt pleaſed 
with this little houſe of any thing I ever ſaw: 
It ſtands in a kind of Peninſula too, with a des» 
licateclear River about it. I dare hardly go 
in, left I ſhould not like it ſo well within as 
without 3 but by your leave,]'le try. Why, this 
is better and better, fine lights, finely wainſco- 
ted,and all exceeding neat, with a Marble Ta- 
ble and all in the middle / 

Piſce. Enough,Sir, enough, 1 have laid open 
to you the part where I can worli defend my 
ſelf, and now you attaque me there. Come 
Boy ſet two Chairs, and whiltt I am taking a 
Pipe of Tobacco, which is alwaies my Break- 
falt, we will, it you plcaſc, talk of lomegsther 
Subjze, 


V :3t. 
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Viat. None fitter then Sir for the time and 
place,than thoſe InſtruQtions you promis'd, 

Piſc.I begin to doubt,by ſomethingldiſcover 
in you, whether 1 am able to inſtruct you,or noz 
though, if you are really a ſtranger to our clear 
Mn Rivers I ſtill think 1 can; and there- 
fore, ſince it is yet too early in the morning at 
this time of the year, to day being but the Se- 
venth of 5:rch,to caſt a Flie upon the water,it 
you will dire&t me what kind of Fiſhing tor a 
Trout I (hall rcad youa Lecure on, 1am wil- 
ling and ready to obey you. 

Viat, Why Sir, if you will ſo far oblige me, 
and that it may not be too troubleſome to you, 
I would entrcat you would run through the 
whole body ct it 3 and I will not conceal from 
you, that lam fo far in love with you, your 
courteſie, and pretty Moreland Seat, as to re- 
ſolveto {lay with you long enough by Inter- 
vals (for 1 will not oppreſs you) to hear all you 
can ſay upon that Subject. 

Piſc. You cannot oblige me more than by 
ſuch a promiſe, and therefore without more 
Ceremony 1 will begin to tell you 3 that my 
Father Walton having read to you before, it 
would look like a preſumption in me, and per- 
adventure would do (o in any other man, to 
pretend to give Leſſons for angling after him, 
whol do really bclieve underltands as much of 
it, atlealt as any man in England,did I not pre- 

acquaint 
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acquaint you, that I am not tempted to it by 
any vain opinion of my ſelf, that I am able to 
give you better direions 3 but having 
from my Childhood purſued the recrea- 
tion of angling in very clear Rivers (truly I 
think by much(ſome of them at leaſt) the clea- 
reſt in this Kingdom) and the manner of Ang- 
ling here with us by reaſon of that exceeding 
clearneſs, being ſomething difterent from the 
method commonly us'd in others, which by be- 
ing not near ſo bright, admit of ſtronger tac- 
kle, and allow a nearer approach to the ttream3 
I may peradventure give you {ome Inſtructi- 

ons, that may be of uſe even in your own Ri- 

vers.and ſhall bring you acquainted with more 

Flies, and ſhew you how to make them, and 

with what dubbing too, than he has takenno- 

tice of in his Compleat Angler. 

I beſeech you Sir do, and if you will lend 
me your Steel, [ will light a Pipe the while, for 
that is commonly my Breakfaſt in a morning 
£00, 
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CHAP. IV, 


ISC, Why then Sir,to begin methodically, 
as a Maſter in any Art ſhould do (and I | 
will not deny, but that I think my ſelf a Ma- 
fer in this) I ſhalt divide Angling tor Trout or 
Grayling into theſe three ways, 


At the Top, 
At the bottom, aud 
In the Middle. 


Which three ways, though they arc all of | 


them ( as I ſhall hereafter endeavour to make 
it appear ) in ſome fort common to both thoſe 
kinds of Fiſh ; yet are they not ſo generally and 
abſoltately fo, but that they will neceffarily re- | 
re a diſtinction, which in due place I will 
give you. 


That which we call Angling at the top, is 
with a Flie , 

At the bottom with a ground-bait. 

In the middle with 8 Minnow , or Ground- 
bait. 


Angling 
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Angling at the Top is of two forts, 


With a quick Flie: 
or, 
With an artificial Flie. 


That we call Angling at the bottom 1 alſo 
of two ſorts, 


By hand: 
or, 
With a Cork, or Float. 


That wecall Angling in the middle is alfo 
of two forts. 


With a Minnow for « Trout : 
or, 


With 8 Ground-bait for a Grayling. 


Of all which ſeveral ſorts of Angling,I will, 
if you can have the paticnce to hear me, give 
you the beſt account I can. 

Viat. The trouble will be yours, and mine 
the pleaſure and the obligation ; 1 beſcech 
you therefore to procecd. 

Piſc, Why then firſt of Flie-Fiſhing- 
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CHAP. V. 
Of Elie- Fiſhing. 


ISC. Flie-Fiſhing or Fiſhing at the top, is,as 
I ſaid before, of two forts, 


With a natural and living Flie : 


or, 
With an artificial and made Flie. 


Firſt then of the natural Flie 3 of which we 
generally uſe but two ſorts, and thoſe but in 
the two months of May and fxne only, name- 
ly the Green Drake, and the Stone-Fliezthough 
I have made uſe of a third that way, called the 
Cbamblet-Flie with very good ſucceſs for Gray- 
ling, but never ſaw it angled with by any 0- 
ther after this manner, my Maſter only excep- 
ted, who did many years ago, and was one of 
the beſt Anglers, that ever | knew. 

Thele arc to be angled with, with a ſhort 
Line, not much more than halt che length of 
your Rod, it the air be till; or with a longer 
very near,or all out as long 2s your Rod, it you 
have any wind tocarry it from you, and this 
way of Fiſhing we call Daping, Dabbing or Dib- 
ting, wherein you are always to have your 
Line 
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Line flying before you up or down the River as 
the wind ſerves, and to angle as near as you 
can to the bank of the ſame fide whereon you 
ſtand , though where you ſcea Fiſh riſe near 
you, you may guide your quick Flie over him, 
whether in the middle, or on the contrary fide, 
and if you ar2 pretty well out of fight,cither by 
kneeling,or the Interpolition of a bank,or buſh, 
you may almoſt be ſure to raiſe, and take him 
too, if it be preſently donezthe Fiſh will other- 
wiſe peradventure be remov*d to ſome othe1 
place, it it bein the {till deeps, where he is al- 
ways in motion, and roving up and down to 
look for prey, though in a ſtream, you may al- 
waics almoſt, eſpecially if there be a good ſtone 
near, find him in the ſame place. Your Line 
ought in this Caſe to be three good hairs next 
the hook, both by reaſon you are in this 
kind of angling, to expe& the biggeſt Fiſh, 
and alſo that wanting length to give him Line 
after he is ſtruck, you muſt be torc't to tugg 
for*'tz to which I will alſo add, that not an 
Inch of your Line being to be ſuffered to touch 
the water in dibbling it may be allow'd to 
be the ſtronger. I ſhould now give you a De- 
{cription of thoſe Flies, their ſhape and colour, 
and then give you an account of their breed- 
Ing, and withal ſkew you how to keep and 
uſe them 3 but ſhall defer that to their proper 
place and ſeaſon. 

I18t 
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Viat. In carneft,Sir, you diſcourſe very rati- 
onally of this affair, and I am glad to tind my 
ſelf miſtaken in you 3 for in plain truth Idid 
not expe& ({o much from you. 

Piſc. Nay Sir, I can tell you a great deal 
more than this, and will conceal nothing from 
you. But I muſt now come to the ſecond way 
of angling at the top, which is with an arti- 
ficial Flie, which alſo I will ſhew you how to 


make before I have done, but firſt ſhall ac- | 


quaint you,that with this you are to angle with 
a Line longer by a yard and a halt, or ſfome- 
times two yards than your Rod, and with both 


this, and the other in a ſtill day in the ſtreams, ' 


in a breeze , that curles the water in the (till 


deeps, where (excepting in May and June, | 


that the beſt Trouts will lye in ſhallow ſtreams 


to watch for prey, and even then too_) you are | 


like to hit the belt Fiſh. 

For the length of your Rod you are always 
to be govern'd by the breadth of the River 
you ſhall chuſe to angle atz and for a Trout Ri- 
ver, one of five or tix yards long is commort- 
ly enough, and longer (though never fo neatly 


and artificially made) it ought not to be, it you 


intend to Filh at caſe, and it otherwiſe, where 


lies the ſport ? 
Ot theſe, the belt that everi1 ſaw are made 


in Tork-ſhire , which are all of one piece; | 


that is to ſay, of ſeveral, fix , cight, ten or 
| twelve 


: 
: 
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twelve picces, ſo neatly piec't, and ty*d together 
with tine thred below, and Silk above, as to 
make it taper, like a (witch, and to ply with 
a true bent to your hand 3 and theſe are too 
light, being made of Fir wood, for two or 
three lengths, nearcit to the hand, and of 0- 
ther wood nearer to the top, that a Man might 
very ealily manage the longeſt of them that e- 
ver I ſaw, with one hand ;, and thcſe when 
you have given over Angling for a ſcaſon, 
being taken to pieces, and laid up in ſome dry 
place, may afterwards be {ct together again in 
their former poſtures, and will be as {irair, 
ſound, and good as the firſt hour they were 
made, and being laid in Oyl and colour ac- 
cording to your Maſter J/altens direction, will 
alt many years. 

The length of your line, to a Man that 
knows how to handle his Rod, and to call it,is 
no manner of encumbrance,excepting in woody 
places, and in landing of a Fiſh, which every 
one that can afford to Angle for pleaſure, has 
ſome body to do for him, and the length of 
line is a mighty advantage to the hihing at 
diltance 3 and to fiſh fine, aud far off is the 
hit and principal Rule tor Trout Angling. 

Your Line in this caſe ſhould never be leſs, 
nor ever exceed two hairs next tO the hook, 
tor one ( though ſome I know will pretend to 


more Art, than thcir fellows ) is indecd too 
D 2 few 
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few, the leaſt accident, with the fineſt hand 
being ſufficient to break it : but he that cannot 
kill a Trout of twenty inches long with two, 
in a River clear of wood and weeds , as this 
and ſome others of ours are, deſcrves not the 
name of an Angler. 

Now to have your whole line as it ought to 
be, two of the tirſt lengths, nearct the hook, 
ſhould be of two hairs a piece, the next three 
lengths above them of three, the next three 
above them of four, and fo of hve, and fix, 
and ſeven, to the very top: by which means 
your Rod and tackle will in a manner be taper 
from your very hand to your hook; your line 
will fall much better and ſiraiter, and caſt your 
Flie to any certain place to which the hand 
and eye ſhall dire& it, with Jeſs weight and 
violence, that would otherwiſe circle the wa- 
ter, and fright away the fiſh. 

In caſting your line, do it always bctore you, 
and (o that your flie may firſt fall upon the wa- 
ter, and as little of your line with it as is 
poſhble, though if the vvind be tiff, you will 
then of neceſſity be compcll'd to drown a good 
part of your line to keep your flic in the water: ' 
and in caſting your flic, you muſt aim at the 
turther, or nearer Bank, as the wind {ſerves 
your turn, which alſo vvill be with, and a- 
gainſt you on the ſame fide ſevcral times in an 


hour, as the River vvinds in its courſe, and 
you 
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you will be forc't to Angle up and down by 
turns accordingly 5 but are to endeavour, as 
much as you can, to have the wind evermore 
on your back, and always be (ure toſtand as 
far off the Bank as your length will give you 
leave when you throw to the contrary fide, 
though when the wind will not permit you 
ſo to do, and that you are conſtrain'd to Angle 
on the ſame ſide whereon you ſtand, you muſi 
then ſtand on the very brink of the River, and 
caſt your Flie at the utmoſt length of your 
Rod and Line, up or down the River as the 
gale ſerves. 

It only remains, touching your Line, to 
enquire whether your two hairs next to the 
hook, are better twiſted, or open 5 and for 
that , I ſhould declare that I think the open 
way the better, becauſe it makes leſs ſhew in 
the watcr, but that I have found an inconve- 
nience, or two, or three, that have made me 
almoſt weary of that way z of which one is, 
that without diſpute they are not fo tirong 
ewiſted, as open 3 another, that they are not 
calily tobcfatincd of ſo exa&t an equal length 
in the arming, that the one will not cauſe the 
other to bagge, by which means a Man has 
but one hair, upon the matter, to trult to 
and the laſtis, that theſe looſe flying hairs are 
not only more apt to catch upon cvery twig , 
or bcnt they mcet with, but moreover the 

D 3 hook, 
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hook, in falling upon the water, will very of- 
ten rebound,and fly back betwixt the hairs, 
and there ſtick ( which in a rough water cſpe- 
cially, is not preſcntly to be diſcern'd by the 
Angler ) o as the pvint of the hook thall [tand 
revers't, by which mcans your Flie ſwims 
backward, makes a much greater circle in the 
watcr, and till taken home to you , and ſet 
right, will never raiſe any Fiſh, or if it ſhould, 
I am ſure, but by a very extraordinary chance, 
:2n hit none. 

Huving done with both theſe ways of tiſhing 
at the top ; the length of your Rod, and Line 
and all: I am next to teach you how to make 
2 Flicz and afterwards of what dubbing you 
are to make the ſeveral Flics I ſhall hereatter 
name to you. 

In making a Flie then ({ which is not a 
Hackle or Palincr Flic tor of thoſe, and their 
ſeveral kinds we ſhall have occaſion to ſpeak 
every Month in the Year ) you arc firlt to hold 
your hook fali betwixt the fore tinger and 
thumb of your Ictt hand, with the back of the 
ſhanck upwards, and the point tuwards your 
fingers end 3 then take a ltrong ſmall ti]k of the 
colour of the Flie you intend to make, wax It 
well with wax of the famc colour too ( to 
which end you are always ( by the way ) to 
have wax of all colours about you ) and draw 
it betwizt your tnger and thunb, to the head 
of 
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of the ſhanck, and then whip it twice or 
thrice about the bare hook, which, you muſt 
know,is done, both to prevent ſlipping, and 
alſo that the ſhanck of the hook may not cut 
the hairs of your Towght, which ſometimes 
it will otherwiſe do ) which being done, take 
your Line, and draw it likewiſe betwixt your 
tinger and thumb, holding the Hook (o faſt, 
as only to ſuffer it to paſs by, untill you have 
the knot of your Towght almoſt to the mid- 
dle of the (hanck of your hook, on the infide 
of it, then whip your filk twice or thrice a- 
bout both hook and Line,as hard as the ſtrength 
of the tilk will permit, which being done, ſtrip 
the feather for the wings proportionable to the 
bigne(s of your Flie, placing that fide down- 
wards, which grew uppermoſt before, upon 
the back of the hook, leaving ſo much only as 
to ſerve for the length of the wing of the point 
of the plume, lying revers't from the end of 
the ſhanck upwards, then whip your {ilk 
twice, or thrice about the root end of the fea- 
ther, hook, and towght, which being done 
clip off the root end of the feather cloſe by the 
arming, and then whip the (ilk faſt and firm a- 
bout the hook, and tought untill you come to 
the bend of the hook : but not further ( as 
you do at London , and ſo make a very un- 
handſom, and,in plain Engliſh,a very unnatural 
and ſhapeleſs Flie ) which being done , cut 
D 4 away 
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away the end of your tought,and faſten it,and 
then take your dubbing which is to make the 
body of your Flie, as much as you think con- 
venient, and holding it lightly, with your 
hook, betwixt the tinger, and thumb of your 
left hand, take your hk with the right, and 
twiſting it betwixt the tinger and thumb of 
that hand , the dubbing will ſpin it ſelf about 
the filk, which when it has done, whip it about 
the arm'd hook backward, till you come to 
the ſetting on of the wingsz and then take 
the feather for the wings, and divide it equally 
into two parts, and turn them back towards | 
the bend of the Hook, the one on the one tide, 
and the other on the other of the ſhanck, 
holding them faſt in that poſture betwixt the 
fore finger, and thumb of your left hand, 
which done, warp them ſo down, as to ſtand, 
and ſlope towards the bcnd of the hook, and 
having warpt upto the end of the ſhanck,hold 
the Flie faſt beewixt the finger and chumb of 
your left hand, and then take the (ilk betwixt 
the fhnger, and thumb of your right hand, 
and where the warping ends, pinch or nip it 
with your thumb nail againlt your finger, and 
lirip away the remainder of your dubbing 
from the filk,and then with the bare {ilk whip it 
once or twice about, make the wings to ſtand in 
due order, falten, and cut it off 3 after which 


with tie point of a needle raiſe up the dubbing 
gently 
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gently from the warp, twitch off the ſuper- 
fluous hairs of your dubbing, leave the wings 
of an equal length ( your Flie will never elſe 
(wim true ) and the work is done. And this 
vvay of making a Flie ( vvhich is certainly 
the beſt of all-other _) vvas taught me by a 
Kinsman of mine, one Captain Henry Zackgon, 
a near neighbour, an admirable Flie Angler, 
by many degrees the beſt Flie maker, that ever 
I yet met with. And now that I have told 
you how a Flic is to be made. you ſhall pre- 
ſently ſee me make one, vvith vyhich you may 
peradventure take a Trout this morning, not- 
vvithſtanding the unlikelineſs of the day 3 for 
it is now nine of the Clock, and Fih vvill 
begin to riſe, if they vvill riſe to day 3 I will 
vvalk along by you, and look on, and after 
dinncr I vvill proceed in my lecture of Flic- 
Fiſhing. 

Viat, I confeſs 1 long to be at the River, 
and yet I could fit here all day to hear you : 
but ſome of the one, and ſome of the other 
will do well: and I have a mighty ambition 
to take a Trout in your River Dove. 

Piſc. IT vvarrant you ſhall : 1 would not for 
more,than I will ſpeak of but you ſhould, ſceing 
I have ſoextoll'd my River to you: nay I vvill 
keep you here a Month, but you ſhall have one 
good day of ſport before you go. 

Vist. You vvill hind me I doubt too __ 

e 


42 The Compleat Angler. Yart IT. 
ble that vvay 5 for in good earneſt, if buſineſs 


vvould give me leave, and that if it vvere 
fit,I could find in my heart to ſtay with you for 


ever. 
Piſe. I thank you Sir, for that kind expreſſ- 


on, and now let me look out my things to make 
this flic. 


PU AV 


ISC. Boy, come give me my dubbing bagg 

here preſently z and now Sir, fince I hind 

you (o honelt aman, I will make no ſcruple 
to lay open my Treaſure before you, 

Viat. Did every any one ſce the like! What 
a heap of Trumpery is here ! certainly never 
an Angler in Europe has his (hop halt fo well 
furnithe, as you have. 

Piſc. You perhaps may think now, that I 
rake together this Trumpery, as you call it, 
for thew only, to the end that ſuch as ſee it 
( which arc not many I aſſure you) may think 
me a grcat Mater in the Art of angling : but 
let me tcll you here are ſome colours (as con- 
temptible as they ſeem here )that are very hard 
to be got, and ſcarce any one of them, which 

it 


TO In M2 
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if it ſhould be loſt, I ſhould not miſs, and be 
concern'd about the loſs of it too, once in the 
year z but look you, Sir, amongſt all theſe 1 
will chuſe out theſe two colours only,of which 
this is Bears-hair, this darker no great matter 
what 3 but Iam fare TI have kill'd a great deal 
of Fiſh with it 3 and with one or both of cheſe 
you ſhall take Trout or Grayling this very day, 
notwithſtanding all diſadvantages, or my Art 
ſhall tail me. 

Viat. You promiſe comfortebly, and I have 
a great deal of reaſon to believe every thing 
you ſay 3 but I wiſhthe Flie were made, that 
we were at It, 

Piſc. That will not be long in doing : and 
pray obſerve then. You fee tirſt how I hold 
my hook, and thus I begin. Look you here are 
my f:r{t two or three whips about the bare 
hook, thus I joyn hook and line, thus I put on 
my wings, thus I twirle and Jap on my dub- 
bing, thus I work it up towards the head,thus 
I part my wings, thus I nip my ſuperfluous 
dubbing from my (ilk, thus fatien, thus trim 
and adjuſt my Flic,and there's a Flie made,and 
row how de you lixe it ? 

Vit, In carncit,adniirabiy well, and it per- 
t.ctly reſembles a Flicz but we about London 
make the bodies ct our Flics both much bigger 
and longer, fo lorg as even almoſt to the very 
beard ot the Hook, 

Piſc. 
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Piſe. I know it very well, and had one of 
thoſe Flies given me by an honeſt Gentleman, 
who came with my Father Walton to give me 
a Viſit, which (to tcll you thetruth) I hung in 
my parlour Window to laugh at : but S#r,you 
know the Proverb, They who go to Rome, mult 
do ac they at Rome do and believe me you mult 
here maxc your Flies after this faſhion, or you 
will take no Fiſh. Come I will look you out 
a Line, and you (hall put it on,and try it. There 
Sir, now | think you are fitted, and now bc- 
yond the tarther end of the walk you (hall be- 
gin, I fcc at that bend of the water above,the 
air criſps the water a little, knit your Line tirſt 
here, and thea go up thither,and ſce what you 
can do. 

Viat. Did you ſce that Sir ? 

Pifc. Ycs, I ſaw the Fiſh, and he ſaw you too, 
which made him turn ſhort, you mult hh fur- 
ther off, it you intend to have any ſport here, 
this is no New-River Ict me tell you. That 
was a good Trout bclieve me, did you touch 
him ? 

Viat. No, I would I had,we would not have 
parted ſ9. Look you there was another 3 this 
is an excellent Flic. 

Piſc, That Flic I am ſure would kill E:h, it 
the day were right ; but they only chew at it 
I (ce, and will not take it. Come Sr, Ict us 


xcturn back to the Fiſbing-houſe 3 this Gill wa- 
icy 
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ter I ſee will not do our bulineſs to day 3 you 
ſhall now, if you pleaſe, make a Flie your felf, 
and try what you can do in the ſtreams with 
that, and I know a Trout taken with a Flie of 
your own making will pleaſe you better than 
twenty with one of mine. Give me that 
again, Sirrah , look you Sir, there is a hook, 
tought, (11k, and a feather for the wings, be do- 
ing with thoſe, and I will look youout a Dub- 
bing, that 1 think will do. 

Viat. This isa very little hook. 

Piſce. That may ſerve to inform you, that i 
is for a very little Flic, and you mult make 
your wings according]y for as the caſe ſtands 
it muſt bea little Flie,and a very little one too, 
that mult do your bulincſs. Well ſaid ! believe 
me you ſhift your fingers very handſomely 3 I 
doubt I have taken upon me to teach my Ma- 
lter. So here's your dubbing now. 

Viat. This dubbing is very black. 

Piſc. It appears ſo in hand; but ſtep to the 
doors and hold it up betwixt your eye and the 
Sun, and it will appear a ſhining red lec me 
tell you never a man in England candilcern the 
true colour of a dubbing any way but that,and 
therefore chuſe always to make your Flies on 
ſuch a bright Sun-ſhine day as this, which alſo 
you may the better do, becauſe it is worth no- 

thing to hiſh in, here put it on, and be ſure 


make the body of your Flic as ſlender as you 
can. 
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can» Very good | Upon my word you have | t 
made a marvellous handſom Flic, y 

Viat. | am very glad to hear itz *tis the | 
firft that ever I made of this kind in my 
lite. | 

Piſc. Away, away ! You are a Doctor atit ! | | 
but I will not commend you teo much, leſt 1 
make you proud. Come put it on, and you ſhall 
now go cownward to ſome ſtreams betwixt the 
rocks below the little foot bridg you ſee there, 
and try your Fortune. Take heed of ſlipping 
into the water as you follow me under this 
rock: So now you are over , and now throw 
in. 

Viat. This is a tine fiream indeed : There's 
one ! I have him! 

Piſc. And a precious catch you have of him 3 
pull him out! I ſee you have a tender hand: 
This is a diminutive Gentleman, e*en throw 
him in again, and let him grow till he be more 
worthy your anger. 

Viat. Pardoname, Sir, all's Fiſh that comes 
to'th* hook with me now. Anather ! 
[ Piſc. And of the fame (tanding, 
| Viat. I ce 1 thall have good ſport now: A- }F 
nother ! and a Grayling. Why you have Fiſh 


here at will. 
Piſc. Come, come, croſs the Bridge, and 
go down the other tide lower, where you will 


tind tiner ſtreams, and better ſport I hope than 
this 
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thiss Look you Sir, here is a fine ſtream now, 
you have length enough, ſtand a little further 
off, Ict me entreat you, and do but Fiſh this 
(tream like an Artiſt, and peradventure a good 
Fiſh may fall to your ſhare. How-now ! what 
is all gone ? 

Viat, No,I but touch't him 3 but that was a 
Fiſh worth taking, 

Piſc. Why now let me tell you, you loſt that 
Fiſh by yout own fault, and through your own 
eagerneſs and haſte; for you are never to offer 
to {trike a good Fiſh, if he do not ſtrike him- 
ſelf, till artt you fee him turn his head after he 
has taken your Flie , and then you can never 
ſirain your tackle in the ſtriking, it you ſtrike 
with any manner of moderation. Come throw 
in one again, and fiſh me this ſtream by inches; 
for I aſſure you here are very good Fiſh, both 
Trout and Grayling, lie here 3 and at that 
great ſtone on the other (ide, tis ten to one a 
good Trout gives you the meeting. 

Viat. I have him now, but he is gone down 
towards the bottom, I cannot ſee what he is; yet 
he ſhould be a good Fiſh by his weight 3 but 
he makes no great ſtir. 

Piſc. Why then, by what you ſay, I dare 
venture to aſſure you, *tis a Grayling, who is 
one of the deadeſt hearted Fiſhes in the world, 
and the bigger he is the moreealily taken. Look 


you, now'you ſee him plain z I told you what 
he 
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he was, bring hither that landing net, Boy,and 
now Sr, he is your own 3 and believe me a 
good one, {1xteen Inches long I warrant him, 
I have taken nene ſuch this year. 

Piat. I never ſaw a Grayling before look fo 
black. 

Piſce. Did you not ? Why then let me tel] 
you,that you never ſaw one before in right ſea- 
ſon: for thena Grayling is very black about 
his head,guills, and down his back, and has his 
Belly of a dark grey, dappled with black ſpots, 
as you (ce this is, and I am apt to conclude,that 
trom thence he derives his name of Umber, 
Though 1 muſt tell you this Fiſh is paft his 
prime, and begins to decline, and was in bet- 
ter ſeaſon at Chriſtmas than he is now. But 
move on,for it grows towards dinner-time, and 
there is a very great and tine ſiream below, 
under that Rock, that hills the deepeſt pool in 
all the River, where you are almoſt ſure of 2 
good Fiſh. 

Viat. Let him come, Plc try a fall with him; 
but I had thought, that the Grayling had been 
always in (caſon with the Trout, and had come 
in, and gone out with him. 

Oh no ! aſſure your (elf a Grayling is a 
winter-hſh : but ſuch a one as would deccive 
any but ſuch as know him very well indeed; 
for his fleſh, even in his worlt ſeaſon, is fo hirim, 
and will fo calily calver, that in plain truth hc 

is 
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is very good meat at all times z but in his per- 
fect ſeaſon (which, by the way, none but an 0- 
vergrown Grayling will ever be) I think him 
ſo good a fiſh , as to be little interiour to the 
belt Trout that ever I taſted in my life. 

Viat. Here's another skip-jack, and I have 
rais'd hve or fix more at leaft whilft you were 
ſpeaking : Well, go thy way little Dove! thou 
art the tineft River,that ever I ſaw,and the ful- 
let of hſh. Indeed, Sir, I like it fo well, that 
I am afraid you will be troubled with me once 
a year, fo long as we two live. 

Piſc.I am afraid I (hall not Se;,but were you 
once here a Mayor a Fune,it goo 1 ſport would 
tempt you, I ſhould then expe& you would 
ſometimes ſee me 3 for you would then fay it 
were a tine River indeed, if you had once fecn 
the ſport at the height. 

Viat, Which 1 will do,it1 live, and that you 
pleaſe to give me leave, there was one, and 
there another. | 

Piſc. And all this in a ſtrange River, and 
with a Flie of your own making ! vvhy vyhat 
a dangerous man are you ! 

Viat, I,Sir, but vvho taught me? and as 
Dametas ſays by his man Dorw, fo you may 
ſay by me, 


If my man ſuch praiſes bave, 
WWhbat then have I that taught tbe ome! 
E. $ 
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gO 
But vyhat have we got here? A Rock ſprin- 
ging up in the middle of the River ! this is one 


of the oddeſt ſights, that ever I ſaw. 
Piſce, Why, Sir, from that Pike +, that you 


Þ+ Tis a Rock, 
in the feſpion 
of aSpire-Stee- 
ple; and, ab 
moſt as big. It 
lands in the 
midſ} of the 
River Dove; 
and mot far 
from Mr, Cot- 
ton's bouſe, be- 
low which place 
this delicate Ri- 


ſee ſtanding up there diſtant 
from the rock, this is call'd 
Pike-Pool: and young Mr.1zaazc 
Walton was fo pleas'd with it, 
asto draw it in Landſchape in 
black and white in a blank 
Book I have at home, as he has 
done ſeveral proſpects of my 
houſe alſo, which I keep for a 
memorial of his favour, and 
will ſhew you, when we come 


wer takes « ſwift VP tO dinner. 

Carere betwix! 

many mighty Rocks, much bigher and bigger than St 
Pauls Church, before 'twas burnt, And this Dove 
being oppor'd by one of the higheſt of them, has at laſt, 
fore't it ſelf away through it; andafter a miles cone 
cealment, oppears again with more gloryand beauty than 
before that oppoſition; running through the moſt pleaſant 
Valleys and moſt fruitful Meadows, thut this Nation can 


juſtly boaſt of. 


Viat, Has young Maſter Iza#% Walton been 
here too ? 

Piſc. Yes marry has he Sir, and that again, 
and again too, and in France tince, and at 
Rome, and at Venice, and I can't tell vvhere : 
but I intend to ask him a great many hard quc- 

{tions 
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ſions fo ſoon as I can ſee him, which vvill be, 
God vvilling,next Month. In the mean time 

Sir, to come to this fine ſiream at the head of 
this great Pool, you muſt venture over theſe 
ſlippery cobling ſtones believe me, Sir, there 
you vvere nimble or elſe you had been downz 
but now you are got over, look to your felt ; 

for on my vvyord it a Fiſh riſe here, he is like 
to be ſuch aone, as will endanger your tackle: 

How novyv ! 

Viat. I think you have ſuch command here 
over the Fiſhes,that you can raiſe them by your 
vvord, as they ſay Conjurers can do Spirits, 
and afterward make them do vyhat you bid 
them: for here's a Trout has taken my Flie, I 
had rather have loſt a Crown, What luck's 
this! He vvas a lovely Fiſh, and turn'd up a 
ſide like a Salmon. 

Piſc. O Sir, this is a War vvhere you ſome- 
times win, and mult ſometimes expect to looe; 
Never concern your ſelf for the loſs of your 
Flie ; for ten to one I teach you to make a bet- 
ter, Who's that calls ? 

Serv, Sir, Will it pleaſe you to come todin- 
ner ? 

Piſce, We come. You hear Sir we are call'd, 
and now take your choice, whether you vvill 
climb this ſteep Hill before you, from the top 
of vvhich you vvill go directly into the Houſe, 
or back again over theſe ſtepping ſtones, and 
about by the Bridg.- E 2 Viat. 
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Viat. Nay, ſure the neareſt vvay is beſt , 
at leafi my ftomach tells me ſo; and I am now 
ſo well acquainted with your Rocks, that I 
fear them not. 

Piſe. Come then, follow me, and ſo ſoon as 
we have din'd 3 we will down again to the 
little Houſez where I will begin at the place I 
left off about Flic-Fiſhing, and read you ano- 
ther LeQure for 1 have a great deal more to 
ſay upon that Subj. 

Viat. The more the better 3 I could never 
have met with a more obliging Maſter , my ht 
excepted 3 nor ſuch ſport can all the Rivers 
about London ever afford,as is to be found in 
this pretty River. 

Piſe. You deſerve to have better, both be- 
cauſe I ſee you are willing to take pains, and 
for liking this little ſo well ; and better I hope 
to ſhew you before we part. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. VII 


I 4 T. Come Sir, having now well din'd, 
and being again ſet in your little Houſe 3 
I will now challenge your promilſe,and entreat 
you to proceed in your inftruction for Flie-fiſh- 
ing, which, that you may be the better en- 
courag*d todo, I will afſure you, that have 
not loſt, I think, one ſyllable of what you have 
told me; but very well retain all your direi- 
ons both for the Rod, Line, and making a 
Flie, and now deſire an account of the Flies 
themſelves. 

Piſce. Why Sir, I am ready to give it you, 
and ſhall have the whole afternoon to doit in, 
if no body come in to interrupt us 3 for you 
muſt know ( beſides the untitne(s of the day ) 
that the afternoons fo early in March lignihe ve- 
ry little to Angling with a Flie, though with 
a Minnow, or a Worm ſomething might ( 1 
contels ) be done. 

Tobegin then where 1 left off, my Father 
IWalton tells us but of 12 Artificial flies only, to 
Angle with at the top, and gives their names; 
of which ſome are common with us here 
and I think I gueſs at moſt of them by his de- 
(cription, and I believe they all breed,and are 
taken in our Rivers, though we do not make 
E- 3 them 
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them either of the ſame Dubbing, or faſhion, 
And it may be in the Rivers about Londox, 
which I preſume he has moſt frequented, and 
where *tis likely he has done moſt execution, 


there is not much notice taken of many more; 


but we are acquainted with ſeveral others here 
C though perhaps I may reckon ſome of his by 
other namcs too ) but if I do, I ſhall make 
you amends by an addition to his Catalogue. 
And although the forenamed great Maſter in 
the Art of Angling ( for ſo in truth he is ) 
tells you that no man ſhould in honeſty catch a 
Trout till the middle of March, yet I hope he 
will give a Man lcave ſooner to take aGray!ing, 
which, as I told you, is in the dead Months in 
his beſt ſeaſon; and do aſſure you ( which I 
remember bya very remarkable token ) I did 
once take upon the fixt day of December'ore, 
and only one, of the biggeſt Graylings and the 
beſt in ſeaſon, thatever I yet ſaw, or talted; 
and do uſually take Trouts too, and with a 
Flic, not only betore the middle of this Month, 
but almoſt every year in Febrxary, unleſs it be 
a very ill ſpring indeed, and have ſometimes in 
Zanuary, (o early as New-years-tide, and in 
frolt and ſnow taken Grayling ina warm ſun- 


ſhine day for an hour or two about Noon ; and . 


to fiſh for him wich a Grub it is then the bc 
time of all. | 
I ſhall therefore begin my Flie-fiſhing wit! 


tha: 
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that Month ( though I confeſs very few begin 
ſo ſoon, and that ſuch as are fo fond of the ſport 
as to embrace all opportunities, can rarely in 
that Month find a day fit for their purpoſe ) 
and tell you, that upon my knowledg theſe 
Flies in a warm ſun, for an hour or two inthe 
day, are certainly taken. 


January. 


1. A red brown with wings of the Maleot 
a Malard almoſt white : the dubbing of the 
tail of a black long coated Cur, ſuch as they 
commonly make muffs of 3 for the hair on the 
tail of ſuch a Dog dies, and turns to a red 
Brown, but the hair of a {moth coated Dog 
of the ſame colour will not do, beczuſe it will 
not dye, but retains its natural colour , and 
this flie is taken in a warm fun, this whole 
Month thorough. 

2, There is alſo a very little bright Dun 
Gnat, as little as can poſſibly be made, fo little 
as never to be tiſht with, with above one hair 
next the hook, and this is to be made of a 
mixt dubbing of Martins fur, and the white 
of a Harcs ſcutz witha very white, and ſmall 
wing ; and 'tis no great matter how hne you 
hh, for nothing will riſe in this Month but a 
Grayling, and of them I never at this ſeaſon 
aw any taken with a Flie, of above a foot 
E 4 long 
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long in my life : but of little ones about the 
bigneſs of a ſmelt in a warm day, and a glow- 
ing Sun, you may take enough with theſe two 
Fiſhes, and they are both taken the whole 


North through. 


February, 


1. Where the Red-brown of the Jaſt 
Month ends, another almoſt of the ſame coluur 
begins with this, ſaving that the dubbing of 
this muſt be of ſomething a blacker colour, and 
both of them warpt on with red (31k 3 -the dub- 
bing that (hould make this Flic, and that is the 
frueſt colour, is to be got of the black ſpot of 
a Hogs car ; not that a black ſpot in any part 
of the Hog will not afford the fame colcur 3 
but that the hair in that place is by many de- 
grees ſofter, and more hit tor the purpoſe: his 
wing mult be as the other, and this kills all this 
Month, and iscall*d the lefſcr Red-brown. 

2, This Month alſo a plain Hackle, or pal- 
mer-Flie made with a rough black body, cithcr 
of black Spanicls furr, or the whirl of an E- 

ftridg feather, and the red Hackle of a Capon 
oyer all, will kill, and it che weather be right 
make very good ſport, 
3. Alfoa leſſer Hackle with a black body al- 
ſo, filver twiſt ovcr that, and a red feather 0- 


yer all, will till your pannicr it the Month be 
open, 
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open, and not bound up in Ice,and ſnow, with 
very good Fiſh; but in caſe of a froſt and 
ſnow, you are to Angle only with the ſmalleſt 
Gnats, Browns and Duns you can make, and 
with theſeare only to expect Graylings no big- 
gcr, than ſprats. 

4. In this Month, upon a whirling round 
water, we have a great Hackle, the body black, 
and wrapped with a red teather of a Capon un- 
trim*d ; that is,the whole length of the Hackle 
[taring out ( for we ſometimes barb the Hackle 
teathcr ſhort all ovcr 3 ſometimes barb it only a 
little, and ſometimes barb it cloſe underneath, 
lcaving the whole length of the feather on the 
top , or back of the Flie which makes it 
Iwim bctter, and as occalion ſerves kills very 
orcat Fiſh. 

5. We make uſe alſo in this Month of ano- 
ther great Hackle the body black, and rib'd 0- 
ver with Gold twiſt, and a rcd feather over all, 
which alſo does great execution. 

6. Alſo a great Dun, made with Dun Bears 
Hair, and the wings of the grey feather of 
a Mallard near unto his tail, which is abfolute- 
ly the b«ſt Flie can be thrown upon a River this 
Month, and with which an Angler thall have 
admirable ſport. 

7. We have alſo this Month the great blew 
Dun, the dubbing ot the bottom of Bears hair 


next to the roots, mixt with a little blew 
Camlet, 
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Camlet,the wings of the dark grey feather of a 
Mallard. 

8, We have alfo this Month a Dark-Brown, 
the dubbing of the brown hair of the Flanck 
of a brended Cow, and the wings of the grey- 
Drakes feather. 

And note, that theſe ſeveral Hackels, or 
Palmer Flies, arc ſome for one Water, and one 
Skye, and ſome for another, and according to 
the change ot thoſe, we alter their ſize,and co- 
lour, and note aMo, that both in this, and all 
other Months of the Year, when you do not 
certainly know what Flie is taken; or cannot 
ſee any Fiſh to riſe, you are then to put on a 
ſmall Hackle, if the Water be clear , or a big- 
ger if ſomething dark, untill you have taken 
' one, and then thruſting your finger thorough 
his Guils, to pull out his Gorge, which deing 
open'd with your knife, you will then diſcover 
what Flie is taken, and may fit your ſelf accord- 
ingly. 

"al the making of a Hackle, or Palmer Flic 
my Father Walton has already given you luth- 
cient direction. 


March, 


For this Month you are to uſe all the ſame 
Hackels, and Flies with the other, but you are 
to make them lels. 


1, We 
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1. We have beſides for this Month a little 
Dun call'd a whirling Dun ( though it is not 
the whirling Dun indeed, which is one of the 
beſt Flies we have )) and tor this the dubbing 
muſt be of the bottom fur of a Squirrels tall 
and the wing of the grey teather of a Drake. 

2. Alſo a bright brown, the dubbing either 
of the brown of a Spaniel, or that of a Cows 
flanck, with a Grayling, 

3.Alſo a whitiſh Dun made of the roots of 
Camels hair, and the wings of the grey feather 
of a Mallard. 

4. Thereis alſo for this Month a Flie, call'd 
the Thorn Tree Fliezthe dubbing an abſolute 
black mixt with eight or ten hairs of Iſabella 
colour'd Mohair, the body as little as can be 
made, and the wings of a bright Malards fea- 
ther, an admirable Flie, and in great repute 
amongſt us for, a killer. 

5. There is belides this another blew Dun, 
the dubbing of which it is made being thus to 
be got, Take a ſinall tooth comb, and with 
itcomb the neck of a black Grey hound, and 
the down that ſticks in the teeth, will be the 
tineſt blew, that ever you ſaw. The wings of 
this Flie can hardly be too white, and he is ta- 
ken about the tenth of this Month, and laſteth 
till the four and twentieth. 

6. From the tenth of this Month alſo till to- 


wards the end, is taken alittle black Gnat 
the 
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the dubbing either of the fur of a black water- 
Dog, or the down of a young black water- 
Coot, the wings of the Male of a Mallard as 
white as may be, the body as little as you 
can poſſibly make it, and the wings as ſhort as 
his body. 

7. From the Sixteenth of this Month alſo 
to the end of it, we uſe a bright brown, the 
dubbing for which, is to be had out of a Skin- 
ners Lime-pits, and of the hair of an abortive 
Calf, which the lime will turn to be fo bright, 
as to ſhine like Gold, for the wings of this Elie, 
the feather of a brown Hen is beſt 3 which Flic 
is alſo taken till the tenth of April. 


April, 


All the ſame Hackles, and Flies that were 
taken inMarch will be taken in this Month alſo, 
with this diſtincion only concerning the Flies, 
that all the browns be lapt with red tilk,and the 
Duns with yellow. 

1. Totheſe a {mall bright brown, made of 
Spaniclz fur, with a light grey wing 3 in a 
bright day, and a clcar water is very well ta- 
ken. 

2, We have too alittle dark brown,the dub- 
bing of that colour, and ſome violet Camlct 
mixt, and the wing ot the grey feather of a 
Mallard. 


3. Fron 
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3. From the ſixth of this Month to the 
tenth, we have alſo a Flie call'd the violet Flie, 
made of a dark violet ſtuff, with the wings of 
the grey feather of a Mallard. 

4. About the twelfth of this Month comes 
in the Flie call'd the whirling Duo, which is 
taken every day about the mid time of day all 
this Month through, and by fits from thence to 
the end of June, and is commonly made of 
the down of a Fox Cub, which is of an Aſh 
colour at the roots, next the skin, and ribb'd 
about with yellow filk, the wings of the pale 
prey feather of aMallard. 

5. There is alſo a yellow Dun, the dubbing 

of Camels hair, and yellow Camlct, or wool 
mixt, and a white grey wing. 
. 6, There is alſo this Month another little 
brown, beſides that mention'd before, made 
with a very ſlender body, the dubbing of dark 
brown, and violet Camlet mixt, and a grey 
wing 3 which though the direQtion for the ma- 
king be near the other, is yet another Flie, 
and will take when the other will not, clpc- 
cially in abright day, and a clear water. 

7. About the twentieth of this Month comes 
in a Flie call'd the Horfe-fleſh Flie, the dub- 
bing of which is a blew Mohair , with pink 
colour'd,and red Tammy mixt,a light colour'd 
wing, and a dark brown head. This flie is ta- 
ken belt in an Evening, and kills from two 

hours 
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hours before Sun ſet till twilight, and is taken | 
the Month thorough. 


May. 


And now Sir, that we are centring into the 
Month of May, I think it requiſite to beg not 
only your attention ; but allo your beſt pati- 
ence 3 for I muſt now bea little tedious with 
you, and dwell upon this Month longer than 
ordinary ; which that you maay the better en- 
dure, I muſt tell you, this Month deſerves, 
and requires to be infiſted on, for as much as 
it alone, and the next following afford more 
pleaſure to the Flic-Angler, than all the reſt 5 
and here it is that you are to expect an account 
of the Green Drake, and ſtone-flie, pro- 
mis*d you ſo long ago, and ſome others that 
are peculiar to this Month, and part of the 
Month following, and that ( though not fo 
great cither in bulk, or name ) do yet ſtand in 
competition with the two before named, and 
ſo, thatitis yet undecided among (t the Anglers 
to which of the pretenders to the Title of the 

May-flie, it does properly, and duly belong, 
neither dare I ( where ſo many of the learned 
in this Art of Angling are got in diſpute about 
the controverſic ) take upon me to determine 3 
but I think I ought to have a vote amongl(t 


them, and according to that priviledg, ſhall 
give 


— 
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give you my free opinion, and peradventure 
when I have told you all, you may incline to 
think me in the right. 

Viat. 1 have fo great a deference to your 
judgment in theſe matters, that I muſt always 
be of your opinion 3 and the more you ſpeak, 
the faſter I grow to my attention, for I can 
never be weary of hearing you upon this Sub- 
ject. 

Piſc. Why that's encouragement enough ; 
and now prepare your felt tor a tedious Lcurez 
but] will firſt begin with the flies of lefs eſteem 
( though almoſt any thing will take a Trout in 
May ) that Imay afterwards infiſt the longer 
upon thoſe of greater note, and reputation 3 
know therefore that the firſt flle we take notice 
of in this Month, is call'd the Turky-flic, 
the. 

1,The dubbing ravell'd out of ſome blew ſtuff, 
and lapt about with yellow filk,the wings of a 
grey Mallards feather. 

2, next a great Hackle 3 or Palmer-flie, 
with a yellow body ribb'd with Gold twift, 
and large wings of a Mallards feather dyed 
yellow, with a red Capons Hackle over 
all, 

3+ Then a black flie, the dubbing ofa black 
Spaniels fur, and the wings of a grey Mallards 
feather. 

4, Aﬀter that a light brown with a ſlender 
body, 
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body, the dubbing twirl'd upon ſmall red filk, 
and rais'd with the point of a needle, that the 
ribs or rows of {ilk may appear through the 
wings of thegrey feather of a Mallard. 

5. Next a little Dun,the dubbing of a Bears 
dun whirPd upon yellow tilk, the wings of the 
grey feather of a Mallard. 

6. Then a white Gnat, with a pale wing, 
and a black head. 

7. There is allo this Month a flic call'd the 
Peacock-flic, the body made of a whirl of a 
Peacocks feather, with a rcd head, and wings 
of a Mallards feather. 

8. We have then another very killing flic, 
known by the name ot the Dun-Cut, the dub- 
bing of which is a Bears dun, with a little 
blew, and yellow mixt with it, a large dun 
wing, and two horns at the head, made ot the 
hairs of a Squirrels tail. 

9. The next is the Cow-Lady, a littlc flie, 
the body of a Peacocks feather, the wing of a 
red feather, or (irips of the red hackle of a 
Cock, 

10. We have then the Cow-turd flic > the 
dubbing light brown, and yellow mixt, the 
wing the dark grey feather of a Mallard. And 
note that belides theſe abovementioned.all the 
fame Hackles and Flics,the Hacklcs only bright- 
er, and the Flics (majler, that are taken -in 


April, will alſo be taken this Month, as = 
al 


— 
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all Browns, and Duns : and now I come to 
my Stone-Flie, and Green-Drake, which are 
the Matadores for Trout and Grayling, and in 
their ſeaſon Kill more Fiſh in our Derbyſhire 
Rivers, than all the reſt paſt, and to come, in 
the whole Year belides. 

But firſt I am to tell you, that we have four 
ſeveral flies which contend for the Title of the 
May-Flic, namely, 


The Green-Drake, 

The Stone-Flie, 

The Black Flie,and 

The little yellow May-Flie, 


And all theſe have their Champions and 
Advocates to dilſpuze,and plead their priority.z 
though | do not underſtand why the two laſt 
named (ſhould ; the firſt two having ſo mani- 
feſtly the advantage, both in their beauty, and 
= wonderful execution they do in their ſea- 
ON. 

11. Of theſe the Green-Drake comes in a- 
bout the twentieth of this Month, or betwixt 
that, and the latter end ( for they arc fome- 
times ſooner, and ſometimes later according to 
the quality of the Year ) but never well taken 
till towards the end of this Month, and the 
beginning of June. The Stone-Flie comes 


much ſooner, fo early as the middle of Aprit 3 
| F but 
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bat is never well taken till towards the mid- 
dle of May, and continues to kill much longer 
than the Green-Drake ſtays with us,ſo long as 
to the end almoſt of Fxne ; and indeed,fo long 
as there are any of them to be ſeen upon the , 
water 3 and ſometimes in an Artiticial Flie,and 
late at night, or before Sun riſe in a mcrning, 
longer. 
] 
| 
| 
| 
| 
{ 


Now both theſe Flies ( and I believe many 
others, though I think not all ) are certain];, 
and demonſtratively bred in the very Rivers 
where they are taken, our Caddis or Cod- bait 
which lye under ſtones in the bottom of the 
water, moſt of them turning into thoſe two 
Flies, and being gather*'d in the husb, or cruſt, 
near the time of their maturity, are very ealily 
known, and diſtinguiſht, and are of al! other 
the moſt remarkable, both for their fize, as 
being of all other the biggeſt ( the ſhorteſt of 
them being a full inch long, or more ) and for 
the execution they do, the Trout, and Gray- | 
ling being much more greedy of them, than of 
any others ; and indeed the Trout never feeds 
fat, nor comes into his perfect ſeaſon, till theſe 
Flies come in. 

Of theſe the Gr 2n-Drake never diſcloſes 
from his husk, till he be firſt there grown to 
full maturity, body, wings, and all, and then 
he creeps out of his cell, but with his wings 
o crimpt, and ruffled, by being preſt together 

jo. 


hi 
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in that narrow room, that they are for ſome 
hours totally uſcleſs to him, by which means 
he is compelled either to creep upon the flags, 
ſedges, and blades of graſs ( if his firſt riſing 
from the bottom of the water be near the banks 
of the River ) till the Air, and Sun, ſtiffen and 
{mooth them ! or if his firſt appearance above 
water happen to be in the middle, he then 
lies upon the ſurface of the water like a Ship at 
Hull ( for his feet are totally uſeleſs to him 
there, and he cannot creep upon the water as 
the Stone-Flie can _) untill his wings have got 
ſtiffneſs ro fly with,it by ſome Trout, or Gray- 
ling he be not taken in the interim ( which ten 
to one he is )) and then his wings ſtand high, 
and clos'd exa@ upon his back, like the But- 
terfly, and his motion in flying is the ſame. 
His Body is in ſome of a paler, in others of a 
darker ycllow ( for they are not all exaQly of 
a colour ) rib'd with rows of green, long,ſlen- 
der, and growing ſharp towards the tail, at 
the end of which he has three long ſmall 
whisks of a very dark colour, almoſt black, 
and his tail turns up towards his back like a 
Mallard, from whence queſtionlefs he has his 
name of the green-Drake. Thele ( as I think 
I told you before ) we commonly dape, or 
dibble with, and having gather'd great ſtore 
of them into a long draw box, with holes in 


the Cover to give them Air ( where alſo they 
F 2 will 


& 
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will continue freſh, and vigorous a night or 
more ). we take them out thence by the wings, 
and bait them thus upon the Hook. - We hifi 
take one) for we commonly Fiſh with two of 
them at a time ) and putting the point of the 
Hook into the thicke(t part of his Body under 
one of his wings, run it direQly through and 
out at the othcr tide, leaving him ſpitted cro(s 
upon the Hook, and then taking the other, put 
him on after the ſame manner, but with his 
head the contrary way, in which poſture they 
will live upon the Hook, and play with their 
wings for a quarter of an hour, or more : but 
you muſt have a care to Keep their wings dry, 
both from the water, and alſo that your fingers 
be not wet win you take them out to bait 
them z for then your bait is ſpoil*d. 

Having now told you how to Angle with 
this Flie alive; I am now to tell you next, 
how to make an Artificial Flie, that will ſo per- 
ſetly reſemble him, as to be taken in a rough 
windy day, when no Flies can lye upon the wa- 
ter 3 nor arc to be found about the Banks and 
fides of the River, to a wonder, and with 
which you ſhall certainly kill the belt Trout, 
and Grayling in the River. 

The Artiticial Grcen-Drake then is made 
upon a large Hook, thc Dubbing, Camels hair, 
bright Bears hair, thc ſoft down that is comb'd 


from a Hogs briſtles, and yellow Camlet well 
mixt 
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mixt together, the body long, and ribb'd a- 
bout with green filk, or rather yellow waxt 
with green-wax, the whisks of the tail of the 
long hairs of fables, or titchet, and the wings 
of the white grey feather of a Mallard dyed 
yellow, which alſo is tobe dyed thus. 

Take the root of a Barbary Tree, and ſhave it, 
and put to it Woody viſi, with as much Alum as 
8 Walnut,axd boyl your feathers in it with Rain 
"rg and they will be of a very fine yel- 

"WP, 

I have now done with the Green-drake ex- 
cepting to tell you, that he is taken at all hours 
during his ſeaſon, whilſt there is any day upon 
the Sky 3 and with a made Flie, I once took,ten 
days after he was abſolutely gone, in a Cloudy 
day, after a ſhowr, and in a whiſtling wind, 
hve and thirty very great Trouts,and Graylings 
betwixt five, and eight of the Clock in the E- 
Vening, and had no leſs than five, or fix Flies 
with three good hairsa piece taken from me 
in deſpite of my heart, beſides. 

12, I ſhould now come next to the Stone- 
Flie, but there is another Gentleman in my 
way: that mult of neceſſity come inbetween, 
and that is theGrey-Drake,which in all ſhapes, 
and dimenſions is pertely the ſame with 
the other, but quite almoſt of another colour, 
being of a paler, and more livid yellow, and 


green, and ribb'd with black quite down his 
F 3 body, 
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body, with black ſhining wings , and fo dia- 
phanous and tender, cob-web like, that they 
are of no manner of uſe for Daping; but come 
in, and are taken after the Green-Drake, 
and in an Artificial Flie kill very well, which 
Flie is thus made, the Dubbing of the downof 
a Hogs briſtlcs, and black Spaniels fur mixt, 
and ribb'd down the body with black fi]k, the 
whisks of the hairs of the beard of ablack Cat, 
and the wings of the black grey feather of a 
Mallard. 

And now I come to the Stone-Flie, but am 
afraid I have already wearicd your patience, 
 wiuch if I have, 1 beſccch you tieely tell me ſo, 
and I will deter the remaining inliruGions for 
Flie-Angling till ſome other time. 

Viat, No truly Sir, I can never be weary 
of hearing you- butif you think tit, becauſe I 
am afraid I am too troublcſom, to refreſh your 
ſelf with a glaſs, and apipe 3 you may after- 
wards proceed,andl (hall be cxcceding]y pleas'd 
to hear you. 

Piſc, 1 thank you Sir for that motion ; for 
belicve me 1 am dry with talking, Here Boy, 
give us herea Bottle, and a Glaſs ; and Sir, 
my ſervice to you,and toall our Friends in the 
South. | 
Viat. Your Servant Sir, and Vie pledg you 
as heartily 3 for the good powder'd beet I cat at 


Dinner, or ſomething elſe, has made me thirſty. 
I *70 CHAP. 
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CHAP, VIII 


V? AT. So,Sir, I am now ready for ano- 
ther Leſſon ſo ſoon as you pleaſe to give 
it me. | 

Piſc. and I,Sir, as ready to give you the beſt 
I can. Having told you the time of the Stone- 
Flie's coming in, and that he is bred of a Cad- 
dis in the very River where he is taken, I am 
next to tell you, that 

13. This ſame Stone-Flie has not the patience 
tocontinue in his Cruſt, or Husk till his wings 
be full grown; but ſo ſoon as ever they begin 
to put out, that he feels himſelf ſtrong ( at 
which time we call him a Jack) ſqueezes him- 
{elf out of Priſon, and crawls to the top of ſome 
ſtone, where if he can hnd a chink that will 
receive him, or can creep berwixt two ſtones, 
the one lying hollow upon the other ( which, 
by the way, we alſo lay fo purpoſely to find 
them ) he there lurks till his wings be full 
grown, and there is your only place tofind him 
(and trom thence doubtleſs he derives his name) 
though, for want of ſuch convenience, he will 
make ſhift with the hollow of a Bank , or any 
other place where the wind cannot come to 
fetch him off. His body is long, and pretty 
thick, and as broad at the tailalmoſt, as in the 
F 4 mid- 
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middle; his colour a very fine brown, ribb'd 


with yellow, and much yellower on the belly a 
than the back, he has two or three whisks alſo t 
at the tag of his tail, and two little horns upon t 


his head, his wings, when full grown, are \ 
double, and flat down his back of the ſame ( 
colour, but rather darker than his body , and | 
f 
' 


longer than it 3 though he makes but little uſe 
of them, for you ſhall rarcly fee him flying, 
though often ſwimming , and padling with 
ſevcral feet he has under his belly upon the wa- 
ter, withuut fiirring a wing : but the Drake |} ' 
will mount Steeplc height into the Air, though 
he is to be found upon tlags and graſs too, and 
indeed cvery where high and low, near the 
| Riverz there being ſo many of them in their 
{ca{on, as were they not a very inoffenſive inſet, 
would look like a Plague; and theſe Drakes 
| (lince I forgor to tell you betore, I will tell 
you here ) are taken by the Fiſh to that in- 
| credible degree, that upon a calm day you ſhall 
ſee the (till deeps continually all over circlcs by 
| the Fiſhes riting, who will gorge themſelves 
with thoſe Flies, till they purge again out of 
their Guills 3 and the Trouts are at that time 
ſo luſty and ſtrong, that one of cight, or ten 
inches Ing, will then more ſirugg]c, and tug, 
and more endanger your Tackle, than one 
twice as big in wintcr : but pardon this digretſt- 
ON. 


This 
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This Stone-flie then we dape or dibble with 
as with the Drake, but with this difference , 
that whereas the green-Drake is common both 
to ffream and ſtill, and to all hours of the day, 
we ſeldome dape with this but in the ſtreams, 
(for in a whiſtling wind a made Flie in the deep 
is better, and rarcly, but carly and late, it not 
being ſo proper for the mid-time of the day 3 
though a great Grayling will then take it very 
well in a tharp ſiream , and here and there a 
Trout too : but much better taward 8.9,10.0r 
eleven of the clock at night , at which time 
alſo the beſt Fiſh riſe, and the latter the better, 
provided you can ſee your Flic, and when you 
cannot, a made Flie will murder, which is to 
be made thus : The dubbing of bears dun with 
a little brown and yellow Camlet very well 
mixt 3 but ſo plac'd that your Flie may be moze 
yellow on the belly and towards the tail under- 
neath than in any other part, and you are to 
place two or three hairs of a black Cats beard 
on the top of the hook in your arming,ſo as to 
be turn'd up,when you warp on your dubbing, 
and to ſtand almoſt upright,and ſtaring one from 
another,and note that your Flie is to be ribb*d 
with yellow filk, and th: wings long, ang very 
large, of the dark grey feather of a Mal- 
lard. 


14. The 
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14. The next Mzy-Flie is the black Flie , 
made with a black body of the whirle of an 
Oftridg-feather, rib'd with (ilver twiſt, and the 
black hackic of a Cock over all 5 and is a kil. 
ling Flic,but not to be nam'd with cither of the 


15- Thelaſt May-Flie (thatis of the four 
pretenders) is the little yellow May-Flie , in 
ſhape exactly the ſame with the green Drake, 
but a very little one, and of as bright a yellow 
as can be ſeen which is made of a bright yel- 
low Camlet, and the wings of a white grey 
feather dicd yellow. 

16, The laſt Flic for this month(and which 
continues all Z«ne,though it comes in the mid- 
dle of May) is the Flie called the Camlet-Flie, 
in ſhape like a moth with tine diapred, _or wa- 
ter-wings,and with which (as I told you be- 
fore) I ſometimes uſed to dibblez and Gray- 
ling will riſe mightily at it.But che artificial Flic 
(which is only in uſe amongſt our Anglers) is 
made of a dark brown ſhining Camlet, rib'd 
over with a very ſmall light green filk, the 
wings of the double grey feather of a Mallard; 
and *tisa killingFlie tor ſmall Fiſh,and ſo much 
for May. 


Tune 


= 
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Tune. 


From the firſt to the four and twentieth,the 
green-Drake and Stone-Flic are taken (as I 


told you betore. ) 
1. From the twelfth to the four and twenti- 


eth late at night is taken a Flie,called the Owl 
Flie; the dubbing of a white Weeſel's tail,and 
a white Grey wing. 

2, We have then another Dunne, calPd the 
Barm-flie, from it's ycſty colour, the dubbing 
of the fur of a yellow dun Cat, and a grey 
wing of a Mallards feather. 

3. We have alſo a hackle with a purple bo- 
dy, whipt about with a red Capons fea» 
ther, 

4+ As alſo a gold twiſt Hackle with a purple 
body , whipt about with a ted Capons fea- 


ther, 
5. Totheſe we have this month a Fleſh-flie, 


the dubbing of a black Spanie's furre,and blew 
wool mixt, and a grey wing, 

6. Alſo another little fleſh-flie, the body 
made of the whirle of a Peacocks feather, and 
the wings of the grey feather of a Drake. 

7. We have then the Peacock-flic, the body 
and wing both made of the feather of that 


bird. 
$8. There 
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8, There is alſo the flying Ant, or Ant-flie, 
the dubbing of brown and red Camlet mixt, 
with alight grey wing. | 

9. We have likewiſe a brown Gnat, with a 
very ſlender body of brown and violet Camlet 
well mixt, and a light grey wing, 

10. And another little black Gnat, the dub- 
bing of black mohair, and a white Grey 
wing, 

11. Asalſoagreen Graſhopper,the dubbing 
of green and yellow Wool mixed, rib'd over 
with green Silk, and a red Capons feather over 
all. 

12. And laſtly a little dun Graſhopper, the 
body ſlender made of a dun Camlet, and a dun 


hackle at the top- 


Fuly. 
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July. 


Firſt all the ſmall flies that were taken in 
Zune, are alſo taken in this month. 

1. We have then the Orange Flie, the dub- 
bing of Orange Wool, and the wing of a black 
feather. 

2. Alſoalittle white dun, the body made 
of white Mohair,and the wings blew of a Hes 
rons feather, 

3. We have likewiſe this month aWaſp-flie, 
made either of a dark brown dubbing,or elle the 
furre of a black Cats tail , ribb'd about with 
ycllow filk, and the wing of the grey feather 
of a Mallard. | 

4. Another flie taken this month is a black 
Hackle, the body made of the whizle of a 
Peacock's feather , and a black hackle feather 
on the top. 

1-5. We have alſo another made of a Pea- 
cocks whirle without wings. 

6. Another flic alſo is taken this month 
call'd the ſhel-flie, the dubbing of yellow-green 
Jerſey Wool, and a little white H hair 
mixt , which 1 call the Pa!m-flie, do bex 
lieve it is taken for a Palm, that drops off the 
willows into the water 3 for this flie I —_ 

cen 
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* / feenTroutstake little pieces of moſs, as they 


have ſwam down the River, by which I con- 
clude that the beſt way to hit the right colour 
is to compare your dubbing with the Mos, 
and mix the colours as near as you can. 

. 7. There is alſo taken this month a black 
blew Dun,the dubbing of the furre of a black 
Rabbet mixt with a lictle yellow, the wings of 
che Feather of a blew Pigeons wing. 


Anguſt. 


The fameFlies with 7uly. 

; I»: Then-another Art-flie, the dubbing of 
the black brown hair of a Cow,ſome red warpt 
in for the Tagg of his tail, and a dark wing, a 
killing flic. 

- 3. Next a flic call*d the Fern-flie, the dub. 
bing of the fur of a Hares neck, that is of the 
colour of Fearn, or Brackin, with a darkith 
grey wing of a Mallards feather, a kiMer 
(00. 

{.'3+ Bekides theſe we have a white Hackle,the 
body of white Mo-hair, and wrapped about 
with 2 white. Hackle Fcathcr, and this is afſu- 
rcd]y taken for Thiſile-down. 


—_— 


4.We 
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- 4+ We have alſo this month a Harry-long- 
leggs,the body made of Bears dun, and blew 
Wool mixt, and a brown hackle Feather over 
all. 

Laſtly in this month all the ſame browns 


and duns are taken, that were taken in 
May. 


September. 


This month the fame Flies are taken, that 
are taken in April. 

1,To which I ſhall only add a Came|-brown 
Flie, the dubbing pull'd out of the lime of a 
Wall whipt about with red Silk, and a 
darkiſh grey Mallards feather for the 
wing. 

= And one other for which we have no 
name 3 but it is made of the black hair of 
a Badgers' 5kin mixt with the yellow fofteſi 
down of a ſanded Hog, - 


OFGober. 


: . apS9 
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Offober. 


The fame Flies are taken this month , that 
were taken in March. 


a 
# 


Novemb. 


The fame Flies that were taken in February, 
arc taken this month alſo. 


| | December, 


Few men angle with the Flic this month, no 
more than they doin January: but yet if the * 
| weather be warm {as I have known it ſome- 
times in my life to be, even in this cold Coun- 
try where it is leaſt expected) then a brown 
that looks red in the hand , and yellowiſh be- 
ewixt your cye and the Sun ; will both raiſe 
and kill ma-clear water, and free from ſnow- 
both }'but ar the beſt *tis hardly worth a man's 
Iabour., | 


And 
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And now Sir, I have done with Flie-fſhing, 
or angling at the top , excepting once more to 
tell you , thatof all theſe (and I have named 
you a great many very killing flies) none are fit 
to be compared with the Drake and Stone-flie, 
both for many and very great fiſh;and yet there 
are ſomedaies, that are by no means proper for 
the ſport, and ina calm you ſhall nut have near 
ſo muck-port even with daping, as in a whilt- 
ling gale of wind, for two reaſons, both be- 
cauſe you are not then ſo eafily diſcovered by 
the hſh, and alſo becauſe there are then but 
few flics can Ilye upon the water 3 for where 
they have ſo much choice, you may eaſily ima- 
gine they will not be fo eager and forward 
(@ riſe at a bait , that both the ſhadow of your 
body , and that of your Rod, nay of your 
very line , in a hot calmday will, in ſpite of 
your beſt caution , render ſuſpeced- to them: 
but even then,in ſwift ftreams, or by fitting 
down patiently behind a willow buſh, you (ſhall 
do more execution than at almoſt any other 
time of the year with any other flie,though one 
may ſometimes hit of a day , when. he ſhall 
come home very well ſatished with ſport with 
ſeveral other Flies ; but with theſe two,the 
green Drake and the Stone-flie, I do verily 

believe I could ſome daies in my life, had I not 

been weary of ſlaughter,have loaden a lufty boy, 
and have ſometimes,I do honeſtly aſſure you, 
G g1ven 
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iven over upon the meer account of ſatiety of 
wy which will be no hard matter to believe, 
when [I likewiſe aſſure you, that with this very 
flie, I have in this very River that runs by us 
in three or four hours taken thirty, five and 
thirty, and forty of the beſt Trouts in the Ri- 
ver. What (ſhame and pity is it then, that 
ſuch a River ſhould be deſtroyed by the baſeſt 
fort of people, by thoſe unlawful ways of tire 
and netting in the night, and of damming, 
groping, ſpearing, hanging and hooking by 
day , which are now grown fo common, that, 
though we have very good Laws to puniſh 
fuch Offenders, every Raſcal does it, for ought 
I ſce,imprne. 

To conclude, I cannot now in honeſty but 
frankly tell you,that many of theſe flies I have 
nam*d, at leaſt fo made as we make them here, 
will peradventure do you no great ſervice in 
your Southern Rivers, and will not conceal 
from you, but that I have ſent flies to ſeveral 
friends in Londox , that for ought I could ever 
hear, never did any great feats with them, and 
therefore if you intend to profit by my inſtru- 
ions, you muſt come to angle with me here in 
thePeakzand fo,if you pleaſe, let us walk up to 
Supper, and to morrow, if the day be windy, 
as our daies here commonly are, *tis ten to one 
but we (hall take a good dith of fiſh for din- 


ner, 
CHAP. 
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GH AP. 


ISC. A good day to you,Sir z I ſee you will 
al waies be fiirring before me. 

Viat. Why, to tell you the truth, I am fo 
allur'd with the ſport I had yeſterday, that I 
long, to be at the River again,and when I heard 
the winding in my Chamber window, could 
forbear no longer , but leap out of bed, and 
had jult made an end of dreſſing my fclf, as 
you came in. 

Piſc. Well, I am both glad you are ſo ready 
for the day, and that the day is fo fit for you, 
and look you 1 have made you three or four 
flies this morning , this ſilver twiſt hackle,this 
bears dun,this light brown and this dark brown, 
any oft which 1 dare ſay will do 3 but you may 
try themall, and fce which docs beſt, only I 
mult ask your pardon that I cannot wait upon 
you this Morning, a little bufinels being tal'n 
out , that for two or three hours, will deprive 
me of your Company : but I'!e come call you 
home to dinner, and my man ſhall attend 
you. 

Viat. Oh Sir, mind your affairs by all means, 
do but Icnd me a little of your skill ro thefe 
tine flies, and, unleſs it have forſaken me fince 
yclterday,I ſhall tind luck of my own I hope to 
do lomcthing- G 2 Piſc. 


en. 
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Piſc. The beſt Inſtruction I can give you,is, 
that, ſeeing the wind curles the water, and 
blows the right way, you would now angle up 
the ſtill deep to day 3 for betwixt the Rocks 
where the ſtreams are , you would find it now 
too brisk , and beſides I would have you take 


fſh in both Waters. c 
Viat. T'le obey your Direction, and fo a 
good morning to you. Come young man, let | 


you and I walk together. But heark you, Sir, 
T have not done vvith you yet 3 I expect ano- 
ther Leſſon for angling at the bottom, in the 
afternoon. 
Piſc, Well, Sir, I'le be ready for you. 


£ A _ ws pÞoge wa Po Ji. 
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CHAP. X. 


DIS Oh Sir, are you return'd ? you have 
but juſt prevented me. I was coming to 
call you. 

Viat, | am glad then I have ſav'd you the 
labour, 

Piſc. And how have you ſped. 

Viat. You ſhall ſee that, Sir, preſently, look 
you Sir,here are three * brace of 
Trouts, one of them the biggeſt 4. _ 
but one, that ever I killd with a onrveg NOW 
flic in my life, and yet I loft a 
bigger than that , with my Flie to boo't, and 
here are three Graylings, and one of them lon- 
ger by ſome inches than that I took yeſterday, 
and yet I thought that a good one too. 

Piſce, Why you have made a pretty good 
mornings work on't, and now Sir, what think 
you of our River Dove ? 

Viat. I think it to be the belt Trout River 
in England ; and am fo far inlove with it, 
that it it were mine , and that I could keep it 
to my ſelf, I would not exchange that water, 
for all the Land it runs over 5 to be totally de- 
barr'd from't. 


G 3 Piſc, 
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Piſc. That Complement to the River, ſpeaks 
you a true lover of the Art of angling: And 
now, Sir,to make part of amends for ſending 
you ſo uncivilly out alone this Morning, I will 
my ſelf dreſs you this diſh of fiſh for your din- 
ner , walk but into theparlour , you will tind 
one Book or other in the window to enter- 
tain you ths while, and you ſhall have it pre- 
ſently. 

Viat. Wcll Sir,l obey you, 

Piſce. Look you Sir, have I not made 
haſte ? 

Viat. Believe me Sir, that you have, and it 
looks fo well , I long tobe at it. 

Piſc, Fall too then 3 now Sir what ſay you! 
am I a tolerable Cook or no ? 

Viat, So good a one, that I did never eat fo 
good Fiſhin my life. This Fiſh is intinitely 
better , than any I ever taſted of the kind in 
my lite. 'Tis quite another thing, than our 
Trouts ah-nt Londox, 

Piſc.Y« would ſay fo,it that Trout you cat 
of were in right ſcalon: but pray eat of the 
Grayling, which upon my word at this time, 
is by much the better Fiſh. 

Viat. In carncii. and fo it is: and I have 
one requeſt to make to you, which is. 
that as you have taught me to catch Trout and 
Grayliny,, you will now tcach mc how to drcts 
them as theſe are dreſt , which queſtionlcls 13 
of all othcr the bett way, Pi{r, 


ER 
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Piſce. That I will Sir, with all my heart,and 
am glad you like them ſo well, as to make that 
requeſt, and they are dreſt thus. 


Take your Trout, waſh, and dry him with a 
clean Napkin ; then open him, and having taken 
ont h;; guts, and all the blood, wipe him very 
clean within, but waſh him not, and give bim 
three ſcotcbes with a Knife to the bone on one ſide - 
only. Afier which take a clean Kettle, and put 
in as much hard flale Beer ( but it muſt not be 
dead ) Vinegar, and a little Whitewine, and 
IWater, as will cover the Fiſh you intend to boyl ; 
then throw into the Liqucr a good quantity of 
Salt, the Rind of a Lemon, a handful of ſlic't 
Horſe-Radiſh root , with a handſom little fagot - 
of Roſemary, Time, and Winter-Savory, Then 
ſet your Kettle upon a quick, fire of wood, and 
let your Liquor boyl up to the height before you 
put in your Fiſh, and then, if there be many, 
put them in one by one, that they may not ſo cool 
the Liquor, as to make it fall , and whilſt your 
Fiſh is boyling, beat up tbe Butter for your Sawce 
with a Ladle” full or two of the Liquor it is boy- 
ling in, aad being boyld enough, immediately 
pour the Liquor from the Fiſh, and being laid 
in 8 Diſh, pour your Butter upon it, and ftrew- 
ing it plentifully over with ſhav'd Horſe-Raddiſh, 
aud alittle pounded Ginger, garniſh your ſides 
of your Diſh, aud the Fiſh it ſelf with aſlic't 
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<a or two, and ſerve it up, A Grayling 
is alſo to be dreſt exaQly after the ſame manner, 
ſaving that he is to be ſcal'd, whicha Trout 
never is: and that muſt be done either with 
ones nails, or very lightly and carctully with 
a Knife for bruiling the Fiſh, And note, that 
theſe kinds of Fiſh, a Trout cſpecially, it he 
15 not caten within four, or hve hours aftcr ke 
be taken, is worth nothing. 

But come Sir, Iſec you havedin'd,and therc- 
forc if you plcaſe we will walk down again to 
the little Houſe, and there I will read you 4 
cure of Angling at the bottom, 
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| A 7 147. So Sir, Now we arc here, and et : 
Ict me have my inlirudtions for Angling 
1 tor Trout, and Grayling at the bottom; which 
though not ſo caſy, ſo clearly,nor (as *tis ſaid) 
ſo Gentile a way of Fiſhing, as with a Flie ; 
isyct (it I miſtake not} a good holding way 
ard takes Fiſh when nothing elſe will. 

Fiſc, You are in the right, it does ſo: anda 
worm is fo ſurc a bait at all times,that,cxcepting 
in a Flood, 1 would I had laid thouſand pounds 
that I kilPd Fiſh mc1e, or Is with it, Win- 
ter or Surrimer cvcry day throughout the Year 3 
thoſe days always cxcepted, that, upon a more 
ſcrious account always ought ſo to be, But 
nut longer to delay you, I will bcgin, and ecll 
jou, that Angling at the bottem1s allo com- 
monly of two forts (and yct there is a third 
way of Angling, with a Ground-bait, and to 
very great etk& to, as hall be fatd Ecorcatter ) 


% *1 Yao 
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By Hand : 
or, 
With a Cork, or Float. 


That we call Angling by hand is of three 
ſorts. 

The firſt with a line about half the length of 
the Rod, a good weighty plum,and three hairs 
next the Hook, which we call a running Line, 
and with one large Brandling, or a dew-worm 
of a moderate ze, or two (mall ones of the 
firſt, or any other ſort, proper for a Trout, of 
which my Father Walton has already given 
you the names, and {av'd mea labour z or in- 
deed almoſt any worm whateverzfor if a Trout 

be in the humour to bite, it mult be ſuch a 
| worm as I never yet ſaw, that he will rcfulc ; 
| and if you Fiſh with two, you arc then to bait 
your hook thus. Youare firſt to run the point 

. of your hook in at the very head of your ticlt 

, worm, and ſodown through his. body till it be 
'palt theknot, and then let it out, and (trip the 
worm above the arming (that you may not 
bruiſe it with your fingers) till you have put 

on the other by running the point of the Hook 

in bclow the knot, and upwards through his 

body towards his hcad till it be but juſt ers 

with 


| 
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with the head, which being done, you are 
then to flip the tirſt worm down over the ar- 
ming again, till the knots of both worms meet 
together. 

The ſecond way of Angling by hand, and 
with a running Line, is with a Line ſomething 
longer than the tormer, and wich Tackle made 
aftcr this ſame manncr. At the utmoſt extre- 
mity of your Line, where the Hook is always 
plac'd in all othcr ways of Angling, you are 
to have a large Piſtol, or Carabine Bullet, into 
which the end of your Line is to be faſined 
with a Peg, or Pin even and cloſe with the Bul- 
let, and- about half a toot above that, a branch 
of Line, of two, or three handtuls Jong 5 or 
more, for a ſwift ſtream, with a Hook at the 
end thereof baited with ſome of the forenamed 
worms, and another halt toot above that ano- 
ther arm'd, and baited aſter the ſame manner 
but with another ſort of worm, without any 
lcad at all above : by which means you will al- 
ways certainly tind the true bottom in all 
depths, which with che Plums upon your Line 
above you can nevcr do, bur that your bait mult 
always drag whilit you arc founding ( wich 
in this way of Angling mult be continually ) 
by which means ycu are like to have more trou- 
ble, and peradventure worſe ſucceſs, And 
both theſe ways of Angling at the bottom are 


moſt proper for a dark, and iuddy water, by 
reaſon 
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reaſon that in ſuch acondition of the ſtream» 
a Man may ſtand as near as he will, and neither 
his own ſhadow 3; nor the roundneſs of his 
Tackle will hinder his ſport. 

The third way of Angling by hand with a 
Ground-bait,and by much the beſt of all other , 
is, with a Line full as long, or a yard and half 
longer than your Rod, with no more than one 
hair next the hook,and for two or three lengths 
above it, and no more than one ſmall pellet of 
ſhot for your plum, your Hook little, your 
worms of the ſmaller Brandlings very well 
ſcour'd, and only one upon your hook at a 
time, which is thus to be baited. The point 
of your hook is to be put in at the very tagg 
of his tail, and run up his body quite over 
all the arming, and (till (tript on an inch at leaſt 
upon the hair, the head and remaining part 
hanging downward 3 and with. this line an1 
hook thus baited you are evermore to angle in 
the ſtreams, always in a clear rather than a 
troubled water, and always up the River, {till 
caſting, out your worm before you with a light 
one-handed Rod, like an artihicial Flie, where 
it will be taken, ſometimts at the top,or with- 
ina very little of the Swperficies of the water, 
and almoſt always before that light plumb can 
tink it to the botrom, both by reaſon of the 
ttream, and alſothat you mult always keep 


your worm in motion by drawing lil] back to- 
wards 
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wards you, as if you were angling with a fliez 
and believe me, whoever will try it, ſhall find 
this the beſt way of all other to angle with a 
worm, ina bright water eſpecially; but then 
his rod muſt be very light and pliant, and very 
true and finely made, which with a skilful hand 
will do wonders, and in a clear ſtream is un- 
doubtedly the bett way of angling for a Trout, 
or Grayling with a worm, by many degrees, 
that any man can make choice of, and of mot 
caſe and delight to the Angler. To which let 
me add, that if the Angler be of a conſtitution 
that will ſuffer him to wade, and will ſlip in- 
to the tail of a ſhallow ſtream, to the Calf of 
the leg or the knee, and fo keep off the bank, 
he (hall almoſt take what fiſh he pleaſes. 


The ſecond way of angling at the bottom is 
with a Gork or float 3 and that is alſo of 


two ſorts. 


With a worm; 


or, 
With a Grub or Caddis. 


With a worm you are to have your linc 
within a foot, or a foot and halt as long as 
your rod, in a dark water with two, or if you 

| will 
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will with threezbut in a clear water never with 
above one hair next the hook, and two or 
three for four or hve lengths above it, and a 
worm of what 11ze you pleaſe, your plums 
fitted to your Cork, your Cork to the conditi- 
on of the River(that is to the ſwittnels or flow- 
neſs ot it) and both, when the water is very 
clear,as hne as you can , and then you are ne- 
ver tO bait with above one of the lefler fort of 
Brandlings or, it they are very little ones in- 
deed,you may then bait with two after the man- 
ner betore dircacd. 

When you angle fora Trout , youare to do 
it as deep, that is, as ncar the bottom as you 
can , provided your bait do not drag , orit it 
do,a Trout wil} fometimes take it in that po- 
lure: it tor a Grayling, you are then to tith 
further from the bottom , he being, a tith that 
uſually ſwims nearer to the midglle of the wa- 
ter,and lycs alwaics looſe : or however 15 more 
apt to rife than a Trout, and more inclin'd to 
riſe than to deſcend even to a Ground- 
bait. 

Wich a Grubor Caddis, you are to avgle 
with the ſame length of Linez or it itbe all 
out as long as your Rod , *tis not the worſe, 
with never above on hair for two or thice 
lengths next the hook, and with the ſmalleſt 
Cork, or float, and the leait weight of plumb 


you can that wil} but tink , and that the 4 
n-15 


ay 7” 2 
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neſs of your ſiream will allow 5 which alfo 
you may help , and avoid the violence of the 
Current, by angling in the returnes of aſtream, 
or the Eddies betwixt two ſtreams, which 
alſo are the moſt likely places wherein to kill a 
Fiſhin a ſtream, either at the top or bot- 
tom. 

Of Grubs for a Grayling, the Aſh-Grub, 
* which is plump, milk-white, bent round from 
head to tail , and exceeding tender with a red 
| head ; or the Dock worm, or Grub of a pale 
yellow, longer, lanker, and tougher than the 
other, with rows of feet all down his belly , 
and a red head alſo are the beſt, I fay for a 
Grayling, becauſe, although a Trout will take 
both theſe(the Aſh-Grub eſpecially )yet he does 
not do it ſo freely as the other, and I have uſu- 
ally taken ten Graylings for one Trout with 
that bait, though if a Trout come, I have ob- 
ſerved, that he is commonly a very good 
One, 

Theſe baits we uſually keep in Bran, in 
which an A(h-Grub commonly grows tougher, 
and will better endure baiting, though he is 
yet fo tender, that it will be necefſary to warp 
in a picce of a ſtiff hair with your arming, lea- 
ving it ſtanding out about a firaw breadth at 
the head of your hook, fo as to keep theGrub 
cither from ſlipping totally oft when baited,or 
at leaſt down to the point of the hook, by which 

means 
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means your arming will be left wholly naked 
and bare , which is neither ſo fightly, nor ſo 
likely to be taken; though to help that (which 
will however very cft tall out) 1 always arm 
the hook I delign for this Bait with the whiteſi 
horſe-hair I can chuſe , which it {lf will rc- 
. ſemble, and ſhine like that bait, and conſc- 
quently will do more good , or leſs harm than 
an arming of any other colour. Theſc Grubs 
are to be baited thus , the hook is to be put in 
under the head or Chaps of the bait, and 
guided down the middle of the belly without 
ſuffering it to pcep out by the way(for then( the 
Aſh-Grub cſpecially) will ifſue out water and 
milk, till nothing but the skin ſhall remain and 

the bend of the hook will appear black througſ1 

it )till the point of your hook come fo low,tinat 

the head of your bait may rclt, and ſtick upon 

the hair that (tands out to: hold it, by which 

means it can ncither ſlip of it iclt ; neither will 

the force of the ſiream, nor quick pulling out, 

upon any miſtake, ſirip it off. 

Now the Caddis, or Cod-bait ( which is a 
ſure killing bait, and for the molt part,by much, 
ſurer, than cither of the othcr ) may be put 
upon the Hook, two or thrce together, and is 
ſometimes ( to very great cſtc& _ joyn'd to a 
worm, and ſometimes to an Artiticial Flic to 
cover the point of the Hook z but isalways to 


be Angled with at the bottom ( when by it (elt 
c{pc- 
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eſpecially ) with the fineſt Tackle ; and is for 
all times of the year, the moſt holding bait of 
" other whatever, both for Trout, and Gray- 
ing. 
There are ſeveral other baits beſides theſe 
few I have nam'd you, which alſo do very 
great execution at the bottom, and ſome thac 
are peculiar to certain Countries, and Rivers, 
of which every Angler may in his own place, 
make his own obſervation : and ſome others 
that I do not think fit to put you in mind of, 
becauſe I would not corrupt you, and would 
have you, aSin all things elſe I obſerve you to 
be a very honeſt Gentleman, a fair Angler. 
And fo much for the ſecond fort of Angling for 
a Trout at the bottom. 

Viat. But Sir, I beſcech you give me leave 
to ask you one queition, Is there no art to be 
us'd to worms, to make them allure the Fiſh, 
and in a manner compel them to bite at the 
bait. 
Piſce. Not that I know of; or did I know 
any ſuch ſecret, I would not uſe it my ſelf, and 
therefore would not teach it you- Though I 
will not deny to you, that in my younger days, 
I have madetryal ot Oyl of Ofpray,Oyl of Ivy, 
Camphire, Aſſa-tztida, juice of Nettles, and 
ſeveral other devices that I was taught by ſeve- 
ral Anglers I met with, but could never find 


any advantage by them ; andcan ſcarce believe 
H there 
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there is any thing to be done that way, though 
I muſt tell you I have ſeen ſome men, who I 
thought went to work no more artificially than 
I, and have yet with the ſame kind of worms 
1 had, in my own ſight taken five , and ſome- 
times ten for one. But we'l let that buſineſs a- 
lone if you pleaſe 5 and becauſe we have time 
enough , and that I would deliver you from 
the trouble of any more LeQures, I will,if you 
pleaſe, proceed to the laſt way of angling for a 
Trout or Grayling, which is in the middle ; 
after which I ſhall have no more to trouble you 
with. 

Viat. *Tis no trouble,Sir,but the greateſt (a- 
tisfaQion that can be, and I attend you. 


CHAP. 
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CHAP. XII, 


Da Angling in the middle then for . 2 


Trout or Grayling is of two forts. 
| k 


With a Pink or Minnow for a Trout: 
or, | 


With a Worm, Grub or Caddis for a 
Grayling. 


For the firſt, it is with a Minnow half a foot, 
or a foot within the Swperficies of the water , 
and as to the reſt that concerns this ſort of an- 
gling, I (ball wholly refer you to Mr.Waltox's 
diretion, who is undoubtedly the beſt Angler 
witha Minnow in England; . only io plain 
truth I donot approve of thoſe baits he keeps 
in ſalt, unleſs where the Living ones are not 
poſſibly to be had (though I know he frequent- 
ly kills. with them , and peradventure more, 
than with any other,nay I have ſcen him refuſe 
a living one for one of them) and much leſs of 
his artificial onez for though we doit with a 
counterfeit flie , me thinks it ſhould hardly be 
expected , that a man ſhould deceive a hh 


with a countexfeit iſh, Which having faid, I 
H 2 ſhall 
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ſhall only add,and that out of my own experi- 
ence, that I do believe a Bull-head, with his 
Guill-tms cut off ( at ſome times of the year 
eſpecially ) to be a much better bait for a Trout, 
than a Minnow., and a Loach much better than 
that, to prove which I ſhall only tell you 
that I have much oftner taken Trouts with a 
Bull-head or a Loach in their Throats(for there 
a Trout has queſtionleſs his hrſt digeſtion than 
a Minnow; and that one day eſpecially,having 
Angled a gobd partof the day with a Minnow, 
and that in as hopeful a day, and as hta wa- 
ter, as could be wiſht for that purpoſe, with- 
opt railing.any one Fiſh 3 I at laſt fell ro't with 

e wotm, and with that took fourteen in a 
very ſhort ſpace, among all which, there was 
not to my remembrance, ſo much as one, that 
had nat a Loach or two, and ſome of them 
three, four, five, and fix Loaches, in his throat 
and tomach';, from whence 1 concluded, that 
had 1 Angled with that bait, 1 had made a no- 
table days work of*t. | 

But after all,there is a better way of Angling 
with a Minnow, than perhaps is hit either to 
teach or to practice; to which I ſhall only 
add,that a Grayling will certainly riſc at, and 
ſometimes take a Minnow, though it will be 
hard to be believ*d by any one, who ſhall conſi- 
der the littlene(s of that Fiſhes mouth, very 


natit to take ſo great a bait : but is affirm'd by 
many, 
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many, that he will ſometimes do it, and I my 
ſelf know it to be true, for though I never took 
a Grayling ſo, yet a Man of mine once did,and 
within ſo few paces of me, that I am as ceytain 
of it, as I can be of any thing l did not ſee, 
and ( which made it appear the more ſtrange) 
” Grayling was not above eleven inches 

O 
I muſt here alſo beg leave of your Maſter, 
and mine, not tocontrovert, but to tell him, 
that I cannot conſent to his way of throwing in 
his Rod to an overgrown Trout,and afterwards 
recovering his Fiſh with his Tackle. For 
though I am ſatished he has ſometimes done it, 
becauſe he fays ſo; yet I have found it quite Fug 
otherwiſe, and though I have taken with the W 
Angle, 1 may fafely ſay, ſome thouſands of _ 
Trouts in my life, my top never ({napt,though 
my Line ſtill continued faſt to the remaining 
part of my Rod (by ſome lengths of Line 
curl'd round about my top» and there faftned 
with waxt ſilk, againſt ſuch an accident ) nor 
my hand never flackt, or flipt by any other 
chance, but I almoſt always infallibly 
loſt my Fiſh, whether great, or little, though 
my Hook came home again. And I have often 
wondred how a Trout ſhould fo ſuddainly dif- 
engage himſelf from ſo great a Hook, as that 
we bait with a Minnow, and fo deep bearded, 
as thoſe Hooks commonly are, when | have 
H 3 ſcen 
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ſeen by the forenam*d accidents,or the ſlipping 
of a knot: in the upper part of the Line, by 
ſaddain, and hard ſtriking, that though the 
Line has immediately been recover'd, almoſt 
before it could beall drawn into the water, the 
Fiſh clear'd, and gone ina moment. And yct 
to juſtihe what he fays,I have ſometimes known 
a Trout, having carried away a whole Line, 
found dead three, or four days after with the 
Hook faſt ticking in him: but then it is to be 
ſuppos'd he had gorg'd it, which a Trout will 
do, it you be not too quick with him when he 
comes at a Minnow, as ſure and much ſooner 
than a Pike 3 and I my ſclf have alſo, once, or 
twice in my life, taken the ſame Fiſh with my 
own Flie {ticking in his Chaps, that he had taken 
from me the day before, by the flipping of a 
Hook in the arming : but 1 am very contident 
a Trout will -not be troubled two hours with 
any Hook, that has ſo much as one handful of 
Line left behind with it, or that is not ſtruck 
through a bone, it it be in any part of his 
mouth only ; nay, I do certainly know, that a 
Trout fo ſoon as ever he feels himſelf prickt, it 
he carries away the Hook, goes immediately 
to the bottom, and will there root like a Hog 
upon the Gravel, till he either rub out, or 
break the Hook inthe middle. And ſo much 
for this tir(t fort of Angling in the middle for 3 
Trout. | 
The 
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The ſecond way of Angling in the middle, 
is with a Worm, Grub, Caddis, or any 
other Ground-bait for a Grayling, and that is 
vvith a Cork, and a foot from the bottom, 
a Grayling taking it much better there, than 
at the bottom, as has been ſaid betore 3 and 
this always in a clear water,and with the tineſt 
Tackle. 

To which we may alſo, and vvith very 
good reaſon, add the third way of Angling 
by hand with a Ground-bait, as a third 
way ot Fiſhing in the middle , which is 
common to both Trout, and Grayling, and 
( as I'faid before ) the beſt way of Angling 
with a Worm, of all other I ever try'd whate- 
VEr« 

And now Sir, I have faid all I can at &# 
preſent think of concerning Angling tor a%% 
Trout and Grayling; and I doubt not, 
have tir'd you ſufhciently : but I will give 
you no more trouble of this kind, whilſt 
you ſtay; vvhich 1 hope will be a good while 
longer. 

Viat. That will not be above a day lon- 
gcrz but it I live till May come twelve 
Month , you are ſure of me again, either 
vvith my Matter altos, or without 
him, and in the mean time (hall ac- 
quaint him how much you have made of 


me for his fake, and I hope he loves me 
| H 4 well 
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well enough, to thank you for it. 
Piſe. I ſhall be glad Sir, of your good 
Company at the time you ſpeak of and ſhall 
be loath to part with you now 3 but when you | 
tell me you muſt go, 1 will then wait upon 
you more Miles on your way, than I have 
tempted you out of it, and heartily wiſh you a 
good Journey. 


FINIS. 


To | 
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To my moſt Honoured Friend, 
Charles Cotton, Eſq; 


SIR, 


OU Now ſee, I have return'd you, your 
very pleaſant, and uſetul diſcourſe of the 
Art of Flie-Fiſhing, Printed, juſt as *twas ſent 
me: for I have been fo obedient to your 
dclires, as to endure all the praiſes you 
have ventur'd to tix upon me in it. And, 
when I have thankt you for them, as the effects 
of an undifſembled love: then, let me tell you 
Sir, that 1 will really cndcavour to live up to 
the CharaQer you have given of me, it there 
were no other reaſon; yet for this alone, that 
you, that love me ſo well 3 and always think 
what you ſpeak, may not,for my ſake,ſufter by 
a miſtake in your Judgment. 

AndSir,l have ventur'd to fill a part of your 
Margin, by way of Paraphraſe, for the Rea- 
ders clcarer underſtanding the ſituation both 
of your Fiſhing-Fouſe, and the pleaſantneſs of 
that you dwell in. And I have ventur'd alſo 
to give him a Copy of Verſes, that, you were 

pleas'd 


/ 
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pleas*d to ſend me, now ſome Years paſt ; in 
which, he may ſee a good Picture of both; 
and, ſo much of your own mind too, 2s will 
make any Reader that is bleſt with a Gene- 
rous Soul, to love you the better. I confeſs, 
that for doing this, you may juſtly Judg me too 
bold : it you do, I will fay fo too: and fo far 
commute for my offence, that, though I be 
more than a hundred Miles from you , and in 
the eighty third Year of my Age, yet I will 
forget both, and next Month begin a Pilgri- 
mage to beg your pardon, for, I would dye in 
your tavous: and till then will live. 


Sir, 


London, April. 
49th, 1675. 
Tour moſt affectionate 


Father and Friend, 


Izaik Walton, 


— — 
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RETIREMENT. 


Stanzes I] rreguliers 
To 


Mr. 1Z AAK WALTON. 


Fan” thou buſte World, and, may 
We never meet again : 
Here IT caxeat, and ſleep, and pray, 
And do more good in one ſhort day, 
Than he, who hu whole Ape out wears 
Upon the moſt conſpicuous Theaters, 


I bere nonght, but vanity and vice appears. : & - 
2. 


Good God ! how ſweet are all things here ! 
How beautiful the Fields appear ! 
How cleanly, do we feed and lye ! 
I o:d ! what good hours a1 we keep ! 
How quietly we ſleep ! 
IV bat peace, what unanimity ! 
How innocent from the lewd faſhion, 
Is all our buſineſi, all our recreation: 


0h 


ee —E 
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Zo 
Ob, bow bappy bere*s our leaſure ! 


Oh, bow innocent our pleaſure ! 
Ob, yeValleys, Ob ye Mountains ! 
Ob,ye Groves,and Chryſtal Fountains, 


\ How I love at liberty, 
| 


By turns, to come and viſit ye! 


4+ 


Dear ſolitude, the Soul: beſt friend, 
That Man, acquainted with himſelf doſt make, 
And, all bis makers wonders to intend, 
With thee, I bere converſe at will, 
i And would be glad to do (6 fill, 
For, it is thou alone that keep'|t the Soul awake. 


1 


5. 


How Calm, and quiet a delight, 
Is it, alone 
| To read, and meditate, and write ; 
By none offended, and, offending none ? 
To walk, ride, ſit, or ſleep at ones own eaſe | 
And, pleaſing a Mans ſelf,none other to diſpleaſe. 


Oh 
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Oh my beloved Nymph fair Dove 
Princeſs of rivers, bow I love 
Upon thy flowry Banks to lye, 
And view thy filver ftream, 
When guilded by aSummers beam! 
And init, all thy wanton fry 
Playing at liberty : 
And, with my Angle upon them 
The all of treachery 
[ ever learnt induftriowly to try. 


7+ 


Such ftreams, Romes yellowTyber canxot ſhow, 
The Iberian Tagus or Ligurian Po ; 
The Mauſe, the Danube, and the Rhine &.* 
_—_— water all,compar'd with thine: © 
And Loyres pure flreams yet too polluted are 
With thine much purer to compare 
The rapid Garonne, and the winding Seine, 
Are both too mean 
Beloved Dove, with thee 
To vie priority 3 
Nay, Tame and Iſis, when cenjoyn'd ſubmit, 
And lay their Trophies at thy ſilver feet, 


Ob 


I 
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Ob my beloved Rocks that riſe 
To awe the Exzrth, and brave the Skies : 
From ſome aſpiring Mountains crown, 
How dearly do I love, 
Gidady with pleaſure,to look doron. (above! 
And from the vales, to view the noble heights 
) Ob my beloved Caves ! from dog-ſtars heat, 
And all anxiettes, my ſafe retreat : 
What ſafety, privacy, what true delight, 
Is th* artificial night, 
Tour gloomy entrals make, 
Have I taken, do I take ! 
How oft when grief hs made me fly 
To bide me from ſociety, 
Even, of my deareſt friends, have 1 
In your receſſes friendly ſhade 3 
All my ſorrows open laid, 
And,my moſt ſecret woes entruſied to your privacy! 


I' 0. 


Lord | would men let me alone ; 
What an over happy one 
ſhould F think my ſelf to be ! 
Might I is tbis deſart place 
( Which moſt Men in diſcourſe diſgrace ) 


Live but undiſturb*d and free | 
Here, 


nt 
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Here, in this deſpir'd receſi 
Would I, maugre Winters cold, 
And the Summers worſt exceſf, 
Try, to live out to ſixty fall years old! 
And, all the while 
Without an envious eye, 
On any thriving under fortunes ſmile, 
Contented live,and then, contented dye. 


GC C. 


FINIS. 


Courteous Reader, 


OU may be pleas'd to take 

notice, that at the Sign of 
the Three Trouts in St. Paul's 
Church- Yard, on the North ſide, 
you may be fitted with all forts of 
the beſt Fiſhing Tackle, by 


Fobn Margrave. 


